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GENERAL. HOCHE 


— 


F AZARUS HOCHE was born June 24, 1768, 


* * p 


| in the ſuburbs; of Verſailles. His mother died 
in conſequence of his birth. His father, kept Louis 
the Fifteenth's dog-kennel. He was a reſpectable man; 


but the narrowneſs of his circumſtances precluded 
young Hoche from the benefits of a liberal education. 
The greater part of the advantages, ſmall as they 


were, which the youth enjoyed, he derived from the 
kindneſs of an aunt, who was a green-grocer at Ver- 


failles. She ſent him to a day-{chool,, where he ſoon 
learnt to read and write; and his propenſity to miſchief 
equalled the forwardnels of his parts. He was always at 


the head of his claſs; nor was he leſs diſtinguiſhed. 


among his ſchool-fellowsin conteſts of perſonal proweſs. -. 
The curate of St. Germain-en-Laye was ſtruck with 
his lively parts, and made him a finging boy. | 
From his earlieſt infancy, he always wanted to know 
I the reaſon of things; he queſtioned older perſons than 
+] himſelf, liſtened eagerly to their replies, and often 
confounded them by his ingenuity in ſtarting difficul- 
| ties. This ardour for inſtruction gave him all the pert- 
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neſs of a little pratler ; but his infantine loquacity 
| poſſeſſed a quality of amiable ſoftneſs, which rendered 
even his importunity attractive. As he grew up, 
however, he began to talk leſs, and at length he was 
ſo changed as ſcarcely to ſpeak at all. He became 
filent and thoughtful ; but amidſt his contemplative 
reveries, a diſcriminating obſerver might even then 
have diſcovered marks of a ſtudied and judicious re- 

_ ſerve, the elements of that circumſpection, which, 
| afterwards, became the predominant feature of his 
er. 1 VVV 
In the courſe of time, he found himſelf a burden 

on his aunt, and determined to gain his own liveli- 
hood by any honeſt occupation, however mean; he 
therefore engaged himſclf as a ſupenumerary ſtable- 
— KWK ĩͤ fm, C 
Baut this could not ſatisfy him long; he had ſnatched _ 
' a glance at Kouſſeau, and fighed fur independence. 
Romances. had given him an. inclination to travel ; 
and with this view, he enliſted with three of his com- 
panions for, the Eaſt Indies, but found himſelf tricked - 
into the Gardes-Francaiſes. He was then fixteen. 
| He Was ordered to join his regiment at Paris: when 
be arrived there, his bounty-money and his ſavings ' 
"amounted together to 125 livres. He ſpent this In | 
giving a breakfaſt to his new comrades, and thus diſ- 5 
appeared the little capital of HochſGme. 
The corporals and drill-ſerjeants ſoon diſtinguiſhed | 
their novice. from common recruits. At the end of 
one month, he had made as much progreſs as would 
ave been expected from another who had been 
under diſcipline a whole year, He was ſoon advanced _8 
fam the firſt company in the regiment : and there, his 


4 : 


heure and behaviour eminently diſtinguiſhed. him from 
the; croud. The grenadiers of the Rue de Babylon 
wilhed to have him in their company, and Hoche 


Was accordingly made a grenadier. 


- GENERAL HOCHE. | 3 


which he did not poſſeſs ; and he burned with im- 
patiencs to acquire them. His manly. pride made 
him feel with exquifite ſenſibility the inferiority 
ariſing from ignorance ; and he determined to ſupply 
the want of that education, of which the poverty of 
his family had deprived him. But books are neceſſary 
to the acquiſition of knowledge, and to the acquifition 
of books, money. Neither his own pay nor his father's 
Pocket could be expected to furniſh him; his reſources 
were in the ſtrength of his arms, and the dexterity 
of his hands. His days he employed in carrying 
Water for gardeners, and part of his nights in em- 


broidering thoſe caps, in Paris which a are called bonnets 


de police. 5 

Several perſons who have Gang been acquainted with 
him as Commander in Chief, recolle& having bought 
ſome of this embroidery. from him at a 9 9 tanks 
at which he plied, near Pont Saint Michel, Rue de 


la Bourdieu. His little trade was encouraged by 


the frequenters of the houſe, who were ſtruck with 


the neatneſs of his appearance, and the modeſt pro- 


priety of his behaviour. His profits were divided 
into three lots at the end of the week; the firſt to 
pay the ſubſtitute who mounted guard for him ; the 


ſecond was to be ſpent in _convivality with his com- 
rades; and the third, though the, firſt in his eſtimation, 
was aſſigned to the purchaſe of books. 


From this time a generous emulation of ba ſu- 
periors in knowledge became the ruling paſſion of his 
life; he digeſted What he read with facility, and had an 

Uncommon i talent of extracting from it all the nutrition 
it contained: and, as his inclination led to the theo- 
retical ſtudy. of tactics, he was ſoon enabled to detect 
the errors of practice, and to — eee and 


7 defects by the e e of his own re- 


Ea 5 But 


flection. 


He remarked in his new comrades attainments 


1 


8 
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But natwithfinding this den proſecution of 
___ ftudy and labour, Hothe did not find it neceſſary to 
" renounce the pleaſures of his age. He loved to re- 
create himſelf with his friends, who eagerly courted his 
ſociety; he was preſent in every party, and was always 
the merrieſt of the company. But even in theſe mo- 
ments of ſoldierly merriment, he was uniformly diſ- 
tinguiſhed for decency, ſobriety, and every OP ance 
of honourable deportment. 

His familiar companions. were ſelected from amon 
che braveſt of his regiment. The braveſt men,” ſaid 
ne, „are the beſt men“ for what ſecurity can cowar- 
dice afford to friendſhip ; ; and to the feelings of friend- 
ſhip Hoche was a devoted ſlave. His fidelity to his 
beats poſſeſſed all the vehemence of fanaticiſm. 
Of this noble turn of charaQer the following is. a 
ſtriking inſtance. 
In a quarrel between the citizens 1 the military, 
one of the latter had been aſſaſſinated near Paris. Hoche 
53 diſdained to fleep on his revenge. He went imme 
diately at the head of his companions to the houſe 
where the murder had been committed, voted himſelf 
commander of the expedition, and completely ſacked 
the premiſes. This act of inſubordination was reported 
to the commanding; officer, and puniſhed with three 
- months impriſonment. Hoche came out of confine- 
ment in a wretched condition, without linen or clothes, 

pale and emaciated. On his arrival at the barracks, 
bis comrades received him with rapture, and vowed 
vengeance on the informer. But Hoche, though in- 
| dignant at his treatment, prevented the execution of 
| their threats. That n only be commuting 
another evil,“ ſaid he with the moſt generous in- 
difference, * What would you do, my friends Have 
not told you a hundred times that mankind are a 
oe e 1 Fare.” He Comer red the moſt ſignal 


SIR, - 5 ES pin 


- — nd 


b 
8 
1 


E 
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marks of favour and diſtinction on the author of his dif 
grace, who afterwards ſerved under him in the army. 


Ihe ſcar which he bore on his forehead was the 


conſequence of a ſimilar exertion of ſpirit, in the chal- 
lenge of a corporal of the name of Serre who had ren- 


dered himſelf obnoxious to the regiment by his inſo- 


lence, and by the mean practice of eſpionage. The 


duel took place near the mill of Monmartre, Decem- 
ber 28, 1788. The corporal received a dangerous 
wound, from which however he recovered in fix 
weeks, and Hoche was confined to the hoſpital for a 


fortnight. 3 | 1 | 
From the two preceding anecdotes, it will be in- 
ferred that the embryo commander occaſionally ſub- 


jected himſelf to the penalties attendant on the infraction 
of military diſcipline ; whenever this happened, he 
- never waited for the arrival of the corporal who was 
charged with his arreſt, but coolly went himſelf to 
fetch the keys of his priſon, and voluntarily ſhut him- 
| ſelf up, where he remained quietly till the day of his 
eoltkſs, 00 20 ONCE SORT. LE Ee Ne 
In the year 1788, the fermentation of the public 
mind, which | uſually precedes revolution, became 
alarmingly viſible. The miniſters and commanders of 
the army wiſhed to employ the military in learning a 
new ſyſtem of evolutions to withdraw-their attention 
as much as poſſible from the ſtorm that was gathering 
in the capital. The known talents of Hoche-pointed _ 
him out as a fit perſon to inſtruct his fellow-ſoldiers z 
he gained the approbation of his ſuperiors in his new ' 
office, and his elevation to 
the reward of his diligence. © 
Baut the independence of his | 
prived him of the ſtation to which he had been raifed. 
To prevent the Gardes- Francaiſe from being infected 
with the general diſcontent, they were enjoined to - 
Keep within the walls of their barracks ;' 


— 


the, rank of corporal was 


character had nearly de- 


and all com- 
munication 
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& 


munication IO them and the 3 was rigoroufly 
interdicted. During this conſinement ſome of the 
enadiers thought proper to amuſe themſelves with 
dancing. . Their officers attributed their mirth to con- 
tempt, and threatened Hoche with degradation and 


the Abbey, unleſs he gave up the names of the offen- 


ders. «You may ſend me whither you pleaſe, gentle-. 
&< men, * replied the corporal, with cool inflexibility, 
« OE, x7 would adviſe you to enlarge your priſons, if 

& you mean to puniſh the ridicule to which you are 
. & exp oled hy the unſeaſonable A CAPTITonS e 


$4 5 your Aileipline. | 
This undaunted reply, WY In ordinary. circum- 
7 would have drawn down immediate ven- 


1 geance, their fears induced them to paſs unnoticed. 


| pA itſelf en by its 0d. 


Ihe Cardes-Hancaiſes were the principal means of 
ins the ſcale againſt the court in favour of the 
ple, by their conduct in the memorable attack of the 
Hell. They were the principal inſtruments in giving 
the irreſiſtible impulſe to the Pariſians, and it will.cafily 
be Res. that Hoche \ was one of the firſt af his 


% XX 


Ae Fa on ET at 2 1 1 "TY "50 
ago miniſter a at war, obſerved a diviſion which diſtin- 


and by he. preciſion of its movements. The 8 0 
m_— P who was that active young man, who led | 


_——T} 1 well, It was Ho che. Servan comp ul 


1 : LL lr 


fore his comrades, and; in a few, days 43 
"fox 4 * a, die 8 commiſſion i in e regiment. of C 
He — 4 From, this time, we are to, follow our hero f 

e more ee r. 


we ſhall perceive 


attainments kept pace with the exaltation' of this 
fortune. N | 1 | | p 552 ah 7 : : ; | 7 Dn, | $5 25 
In the courſe of his reading he met with the well 


known anſwer of John de Witt, when he was afked 


how amid his cloſe attention to {Fate affairs he was 


not only capable of managing his domeſtic concerns, 
but could even find time for recreation. Ago quod ago 


was the reply of the grand penfionary. Hoche was in- 


ſtantaneouſly ſtruck with the force of theſe words; and 


a preſentiment of his deſtiny ſeemed to have indelibly 


engraved them in his memory. He reaſoned upon t 


method which they recommend, and he found it to be 
the ſhorteſt to the attainment of his object. He ufed 
it as an excellent inſtrument for quickening the facul- 
ties of his mind, to a degree which enabled him to 


comprehend things with clearneſs and preciſion at ons 


glance. By judiciouſly acquiring the different 8 
1 


_ of his knowledge in ſucceſſion, his progreſs was rapid 
and certain: And having once paſſed over the diſtanee 
which ſeparated him from others, he was eafily ac= 
:nowledged their equal, and ſoon becatne their ſu- 


* 


* 


By the declaration of war, the army was become the 
path of glory, and on the 24th of June, 1792, Hoehe 
joined his regiment. in garriſon at Thionville. Here 


it will doubtleſs gratify the reader to introduce a de- 
ſcription of Hoche's perſon and character at the time 


he entered upon his career of glory. His ſtature was 
about five feet ſeven inches *. His form was traced 


with a manly and diſtin; but at the fame time, an 


elegant outline; his ſhoulders were broad but flat; 


his cheſt projected with à little of the ſtiffneſs occa- 


fioned by the carriage of a ſoldier ; his legs were muſ- 


_ cular and well proportioned ; his hair, eyes, and eye- - 
YZ Prov black. 
1 7 ER... ſix fect Engliſh, 


The flight ſcar on the upper part of his 


j 


chat the expitifion of his mind and the prögrefszof his | 


* 
— - — ——— — 


forehead, 


2 


* 
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a forchead, ** over the right « eye, far 8 FEY 


his 3 tended to heighten their mar tial air. His 


> vw 


His ERS was FE TY in the EN ſty le as > = 


Was in the Gardes-Francaiſe ; the * very PO: and 


almoſt ſtrait down, a ſhort flat toupee, and a queue 
tied cloſe to the head. His mien was grave and com- 


manding, his gait lofty: A lady of the court, whovre- 


marked him one day at a review at Verſailles, ſaid 
with. ſome emotion, They might make a general of 


4 this young man.” His whole air, indeed, Was that 


of a man fitted to command. 3 
His robuſt conſtitution enabled = to endure che 


ſevereſt fatigue; and, as he Was extremely temperate, 


every thing ſeemed to beendete that he would be 


a long liver. . 


In ordinary. 1 he e, re 8 


came to a determination, which, however, when once 


taken, nothing could induce him to alter. In affairs of 
urgency, he ſaw at one glance what was neceſſary to 


be done; and between the determination and the exe 


cution of it not a moment elapſed. 
From Thionville, during the ſiege 25 6 ke IL 


tinguiſhed. himſelf by prodigies of valour, he was 


drafted to the army of the Ardennes, where General 
Leveneur, in ſeveral engagements, remarked with 


peculiar ſatisfaction the energy of the young heutenant 
of Rovergue, in leading u wp his .company into the 


very hotteſt of the battle. But Leveneur was to be 


. indebted to him for more ſignal ſervices. - - 


The army of the Ardennes, commanded by Leve- 
neur, in 5 abſence of Valence, was attached to * 
1 


2 


uk the North, commanded by. Mirage 
ſence of Dumouriez. While Valence Fad Du nouriez 
were intriguing in Paris, the two af mies, then ems. 
ployed in beſieging. Magſtricht, were in abſolute want, 


— 280 eſſaries, through the negligence, or rather treas, 


chery of their fellow-confpirator Miranda; and Leve- 


neur had the mortification of being obliged to keep 
troops on. the alert, Who ſuffered the privations of fa - 


mine and nakedneſs in addition to the fatigues of war. 
In this embarraſſing conjuncture, he eommiſſioned 


Haochs to ſcour the country with a regiment of huſſars, 


and to procure ſubſiſtence, without delicacy reſpecting 
the means, or the conſequences. The execution of this 
charge was entruſted ſolely to the young officer, who 
performed it with ſuch order and expedition, that in 


leſs than two days the army was abundantly: pro- 


The events of the month of February had given Les 


veneur confidence in Hoche in, March the army re- 
. the Meuſe, with the enemy hanging on their rear. 


he military cheſt, the baggage waggons, the ammu- 


nition, and the wounded, Were thought to be in the 
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, in the ab- 


power of the enemy; but the General ordered Hoehe 


to ſave them, and he performed it in defiance of pro- 


bability. From this time he conſtantly attended Le- 


: 


fying honours of a well-conducted retreat. 6 oY at 
210 


ME: and covered. the eyalutions of Dumouriez's, army 


by his fide at Gutzenhown, Neuxied, Vertrieb 


= 


FEE 


by acts of perſonal : bravery, Which ſhguld, have. been 


1 


devored,to the ſervice. of a leader more faithful to, his 


z V is 9s voy div oniioratil 
When the treaſon. of Dumoutiez became too, ra 


* 


and eyident to be longer goncealed, owin 


"+ & 


I 2 
* 3 
> 


veneur as his aid-de-camp, ſharing with him the morti« 


of the deputies of the Convention, -and-the publication 
of the Auſtrian treaty, Levencur diſpatched Hochg as 
vis, qonfidential agent to Paris, to inform. the Executive 


3 Counen 85 


O Council of the difficulties in which the army was in- 


7 


— 
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_- fuffered fo ſeverely, he had the able alliffatiee 
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volved, and the treachery of its commander. Equally I 
avoiding the extremes of diſſimulatiou and exaggeration, 
the negociator, while he probed the wound, ſuggeſted 
the remedy, and fruſtrated the defign of the co ſpiracy. 
The reward of this ſervice was the rank of Adjutant- 
General, though his modeſty prevented his aſſuming 
the title on his return to the army; and he always 
called himſelf Levencur's Aid-de-Camp, whom he 
Ebb 
During the jcalouſies which this disjointed condition 
of affairs occaſioned, Leveneur was arreſted; Hoche, 
confident in his friend, and reſentful of his injuries, 
&cchimed, Do Pitt and Cobourg govern France? 
This expreffion having been miſquoted, he was ac- 
cuſed before the Revolutionary Tribanal of Dovay, of 
having propheſied that Pitt and Cobourg would ſoon 
« govern France; but he was acquitted immediately, 
and few to rejoin his battalion with as much prompti- 


— 
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formidable to the enen. 
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dan, 1 WAS ſerving his firſt campaign, and Leena 
afterwards ſo diſtinguiſhed as Genera of the Sambre 
and Meuſe. On this occaſion, as on all others, it was 
Hoche's maxim to allow the enemy no reſpito, and by 
unceaſing attacks to weary their ſpirits and bring the 
conteſt. to a ſpeedy termination. But on this, as on. 
moſt other occaſions, his. patriotic zeal was traverſed. 
by the obſtinacy of inferior talents, or the delinquency. 
of apoſtatizing traitors. Houchard, who afterwards 
expiated his crimes on the ſcaffold, Nope for 
three days in the very criſis of the campaign, and 
Hoche was obliged to deſiſt from his victorious ge 
unſupported by the juſtificatory fanction of his ſuperior 
officer. But ſome. idea of his exertions may be 
formed from the circumſtance, that at this time he Was 
for fix weeks without the refreſhment of a bed or 
change of clothes, and only fnatched his haſty meal 
or fleep, ſubject to momentary interruption. 
Trulard = Berber, the repreſentatives, .who "Haag 


accom mpanied the army, and who were witneſſes of the 


patriotic, and indefatigable fervices of Hoche, rewarded: 
thera with raifing him to the rank of chef de brigade. 
But whilſt his brevet was writing out, he was ale dy 
2 ſecond. denunciation 3: from. which, however, he 
again emerged. with /increafed honour, and the aug- 

mented confidence of his army. 

His preſent denunciator was Hudry,a chef deſcadron, | 
who had ſome little time before been ordered into ar- 
reſt by the repreſentatives for a neglect of their com- 
mands. Hoche was charged with the execution of 
their order; and in revenge for this performance of 
his duty, Hudry reſolved to throw every. * 0 in the 
way of his advancement.. | 

The moment Hoche heard that he was accuſed, be : 
 haſtened to wait on the repreſentatives, and requeſted | 
that his new appointment might be ſuſpended, until they 
e upon * . He, at the ſame time, 
CA- 4 ow bh 
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preſented them with a paper containing” his defence, 
Which breathed, that manly candour, and noble indig- 
nation. which are the true ChayaCtetNſtics of inn l 
cence. 188 nee 
In anſwer to ſome WN of Hudry on 85 father; | 
| character, he thus expreſſes himſelf; «* oÞ ſhall not bluſh 
t to acknowledge, that my father, after having, like 
„ myſelf, ſpent is youth in the ſervice of his' country, 
2 ils obliged: from poverty to accept a gfoom's place 
«(at the royal ables) for ſubſiſtence ; i m | which: how | 
| ce ever, ſo far was he from acquiring riches, that I « en 
| ED 4 at this moment, the agreeable pleaſure of ſap- 
| «<' porting his old age, out of the appointments which 
„ I receive for my ſervices. My father, whom a 
: % coward dares to inſult in his 3 880 age of ſixty- 
5 7 eight years, was a grenadier. Apply to he fection 
oe Pans,- in which he reſides, and it will certify, 
„ 40 1 Oy be is poor but patriotic, and ſtill capable of 
chaſtiſing the effeminate coxcomb Wh Preſumes to 
„ -degrade his character.“ 
= After briefly touching upon the ailfdrent events of 
8 his life, it concludes thus: —“ It is by inceſſantly com- 
b batting the enemies of the Republic, and not by 
„s flattery and tale-bearing that I ſhall endeavour to 
» obtain certificates of civiſm. It is my ſtudious wiſh 
} « to preſent my ſervices wherever an enemy appears; 
| L yet am I denounced by a man who, could not ſup⸗ 
= < port the thought of quitting the town and ladies of 
. If1 am accuſed of treating the ſubjeck 
| = WED... with too much pleafantry, T anſwer, that 1oldiers of 
| my ſtamp, who prefer the pure and unconſined air 
| < of the fields to the mephitical exhalations of towns, 
and the ſtraw of a tent to the damaſk of wxurious 
I „ ſelſiſnnefs, deteſt, as wy ovght- to or Tour ginger- 
£5 „ bread ſoldiers 5 
4 Before I proceed to ſtate: the vice which ITY 
ere to the Committee of en * as to the mode 


ö 

| 
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of conducting the war, 1 hall vary the complexion of 
my narrative by a private anecdote, which throws 
light on his character, and that of Legendre. 
In the early period of the revolution, the thagtre was 
the focus of royaliſm. Legendre was at the play one 


night, when the royaliſts, not ſatisfied with ſtunning 


the audience with their cries of Ve le Roi, began to 
fing counter-revolutionary ſongs,” and commanded the 


patriots to join the chorus. The dif pute was: height= 


ened into a battle between the parties.” Koche was on 
| guar d at the theatre. His only bufinefs' was to quell 


the tumult, without becoming a partizan in the quar- 


rel. Obſerving Legendre to be one of they 10oᷣ- 
lent, he took him by the collar, and dragg m to 
the guard-rom, whence, however, he was ſoon ſet 
at liberty, on the requeſt of the citizens of his ſection, 
which was that of the Cordeliers. The firſt moment of 
Legendre's liberty was employed in demanding ſatis- 
faction. Hoche's ſeconds were two of the Garde Frans 


caiſes, and Legendre's Danton. But Danton atthe meet. 
ing declared, that if the duel took place, he would avenge 


the manes of the victim on the conqueror, and by his 
patriotic and benevolent interference diſarmed and re- 
conciled the combatants. The different occupations 

in which they were engaged prevented for a time the 


continuance of their perſonal acquaintance, and Le- 
rats when raifed to the dignity of a nationał repre- 


ſentative, was ſtill ignorant that the adjutant of the 
_ To4th regiment was now ea general of the armies of 


the Republic. But the general, ſo far from having 
forgotten the Cordelier, never diſpatched an aid- de- 


camp to Paris without a friendly remembrance to Le- 
X gendre. The latter, who had totally forgotten the 
name of his antagoniſt, knew not to what to attribute 


theſe marks of attention from a military man to whom 


be was a ſtranger. But at length they met at Tallien's - 
bouſe on the anniverſary of the gth Thermidor, What 


Was 
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geſted a —— for "Ge he the — of 5 
conteſt, which though neglected at the time, has oc- 
copied the attention of the French. government at. a 
fur Jeſs auſpicious to its ſueces. 
The following is an extract from a Jetter dated 
OGover 3, 1703. to a Member ef che Committee of 
Public Safety :—*< Since the commencement of the 
campaign, 1 have been of opinion that we malt fight | 
the Enghth at home. Fiſty veteran; battalions rein- 

farced by fifty of recruits, from twelve ta fifteen. qua- 
Axons of horſe, three companies of light, and forty pieces 
af heavy artillery, will be ſufficient. ' Six months con- 
Heration bas confirmed me in the opinion, that the 
deſcent on England is not be treated as impracticable. 
A brave man, at the head of forty.thoufand as brave 
as bimſelf, would appal the effemmate {ons of o- 
mere. But, you will ſay, the means of conveyance? Þ 
Cover the ſea with merchant veſleb, armed in the beſt - 
manner yon can. Rencunce all dependence on 
manwuyre, and the evolutions of naval tactics; but 
rely on your ſords, your cannon, and your gs . 
dae We are attacked on the Paſſage, re 
In 3 e emibent forvices in 3 the 

gage af Dunkirk, he was appointed by the Committee 
of: Public Safety General Bu Brigade, and, not-long | 
_ aſter, Commander in Chief of the zntrenched;camp.of Þ 
Kaſſandal, which was e ee Sev walks bis 


ä 
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| But the ard6ur of Hoche could ill endure the td | 
operations of defenſive war; and it was with the ek 
lively emotion that he received orders to leave his - 
trenchments, and proceed to the attack of Furnes, 
Nieuport, and Oſtend. His eager zeal to execute the 
XZ commiſſion, and his generous emulation of Jourdan, 
\Y who had but a little before raiſed the ſiege of Mau- 
= beuge, are ſtrongly marked in one of his letters to tho 
War- office. My arrangements,” fays he, ur 
* made for the attack of Furnes; I hope to dine thers 
<&< to-morrow, next day at Nieuport, and in four days 
Vat Oſtend. May 1 be as fortunate as Jourdan } wag 
„% why not? For I, too, am a patriot.” ?- 
It was during this period of ſervice that Hoche «vn 
XZ -eived and ſuggeſted to the French government che 
{ = vaſt project of raiſing the people, as well as the military, 
= ma'mak, and aride to victory with deſperate s 
ſolution. The apparent extravagance of this conc 
tion probably - prevented its being immediately I | 
upon; but all Europe knows that it is to its fubſec 5 
| adoption that France owes her molt brilliant and met 
important ſucceſſes. The following extract from 4 | 
letter to the Committee of Public e will new — 
langt 5 
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: | we are s dne e eating on a war 's — — er 
E c rather a War of puppets; 3 We have neither plan ner 
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ut MY < fixed/principle. © We follow our enemies Wherever 
m. © they appear, without attempting to penetrate cher 


z0t MF deſigns, and often füll into che ſnares whicte 
2 4 lay for us. Why ſhould we thus direcł ou courſe; 
== © only whither they chooſe to conduct us k MWhy de 
we not mind our own buſineſs, Without thinkin g.of : 
<''thetw ?” I Have faid; and 1 have written twthe Con- 
<« riiftee/ more than two months ago-＋iet us wr 
4 „to ſcatter our forces; let us ute in was; and 
1 *' arch boldly on to TO. Let us not cool in our 


0 fervour, | 


1 
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* fervour, nor ſtop in our courſe, until the allied 


— 


e armies are overthrown. Twice have they eluded. 
tlie blow-; but the third time they ſhall not 64 


oy 


- 4. tion; interrupt our -progreſs the ſafety of the country 
depends not upon a paltry hamlet.. Let us form two 
<< oreato maſſes, and let one of ſixty thouſand men ad- 


+ vance upon Tournay, and another of thirty. thou- 
&. fand, upon Ypres-and Oſtend. Let us ſet out from 


* Lille and re- exhibit the ſcene of Fontenoy. There 
& ig no invincible obſtacle in our way; Frenchmen 


ſtimulated by honour, and the love of their coun- 
« try, will ſurmount every thing. Let us march, let 
& us march; we muſt not wait © another year;to ACs 


& complith the ſalvation of the Republic.” : 


I thall paſs over the remainder of his e till [ his. 


8 to the Command in Chief of the army of 


the Moſelle, which ſtation, diſtinguiſhed equally. by 


its eminence and danger, he attained at the ee age 


of twenty-five... 5 
On his arrival at the u e . — — his 
*. fortune to find his difficulties increaſed by the 

treachery or ignorance of his predeceſſors. — — 

had been in habits of indolence, unleſs quickened by 
the neceſſity of retreat; and Pichegru had been driven 


from the lines of Weiſſembourg, nn had been ren- 
dered untenable by the Garrender of Mentz, and the 


retrograde — — of the army of the Moſelle. 
A young officer, Whoſe penetrating mind the. firſt 
glance 05 Hecheis -phyſiognomy had hurried into en- 


thuſiaſm, inſerted the folloyiing: "addreſs in the M 
tary journal 


Courage! Coufidengg 1 -Defondass| 9 your. af 


* 


try. Our new General is young as the Revolution, 
but muſcular as the N HE: with tend: s 
* eee 5 1578 05 
80 en ener ie e 5 0g Hoche 


the national vengeance. / Let no private conſidera- 


\ 
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Hoche fi the article, and enquired for the author. 

It was young Grigny, an officer on his ſtaff. My 
«« friend, you have diſcovered my heart, and you will 
40 not nd yourſelf miſtaken, We ſhall often converſe: 
os, together, and you ſhall point out to me the men 
Who are animated with ſentiments ſimilar to our; 
I | 10 own.“ The General acted up to his purpoſe, for 


a 


he made great changes in the army, by the promotion 
of, men in whom he ng EIS. ability from _ ranks, 
and by turning the collective talents and virtue ve, * 
troops under his. command to the beſt account. 
Though we de not profeſs to give the detail "of; mi 
litary, atehievements, it will be neceſſary for the illuſ- 
tration of character, to deſeribe the unhappy ſituation 
of i the French frontiers at the prefent period. Bitche 
pas the only fortreis for the protection of . and 
Alſase; and it Was on the point of being treacherouſſy 
ſurrendered. An emigrant engineer had conducted 
the Pruſſians by the dellles .of the mountains; the ad- 
vanced: guard of the army Was already near: the town, 
the garriſon, of which conſiſted, of young men of the 
firſt tequiſition. Jo arms! * was the general ay 
the enemy is at the gates.“ The darkneſs ef the 
nigh rendered it difficult to recognize the aſſailants: 
There e to be a wooden, "houſe without the 
town, on the fide of the Pruſſians. The owner, propoſed 
to ſet fire to it, as a torch to lead the way to victory. 
The ſtratagem of the Republican was adopted, and 
the, flames reflecting their light on the mountains, the 
enemy were received i in their deſcent by a well directed 
diſcharge of artillery Which Selene them with ter- 
ble carnage. „ e 
The Committee of Public Safety. was. 3 
anxious for the deliverance of Bitche and Landau. The 
General of the army of the Moſelle had already fur= 
- viſhed 15,000. men as his quota for the accompliſh- 
ment of this . Beſides this, he had been obliged 
"Ag 51 D to 
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to fond 92 benien s to the army of the Rhine, aud 
thus had Weakened ditglelf conſiderably, To arrive at 
| the heights of Weiſſemboureg, i it was' neceſſaty to over- 


trough the medium of cannon and bayonets. The 
&''gbje& of his letter yeſterday was to know 'who was 


wy 


The defence of our country has been entruſted to 

us; and every other ſentiment muſt be abſorbed in 

. Patriotiſm. Let us avenge Liberty; but in fuch ha 
2 manner as to terrify the T — of a 


crew 28, 00 Pruſſians who were ini the way. Hoche, 
at firſt, thought that 1 530001 men would be- enough to to 


ſuceour Landau; but the Auſtrians having received 
conſiderable! reinforcements, he was ; obliged 1 to ſend for 
ſome battalions From" the JRhine;" | "Pichegru- refuſed 
them. He Was, at lengrh, however, obliged to fend 


him ſorne'' few trbops, ot the refüfal 6f Which he 


could find no excuſe, but they arrived in a ſtate of 
utter deſtitution. "The whole army of the Moſelle Was 


under ars; but, at the moment 'of action, its gen 


ral was dessen of 'the:afliflance. on Wich hes gk 


reckoned: This affficted But did not diſpirit him; his 
rincipal concern was for the ſufferings of the' ſoldiers; 


wrote, on this occafien; to General Laval, in "theſe 


7 2 Tell the men how much I feel for heir "fa 


& which- my brethren in arms are" rendering to the 


* Republic. But no human inter poſition could fall 
nd the Wettition of the plan Which he had formed. 


a letter to General Vincent, Horhe writes thus © 


ce I forbid you to correſpond with Kalkreutz, except 


4 Commander in Chief of this army; 1 ſhalt ſpeedily 


0 acquaint Him who Jam.“ He writes alſo to Ta- 


ponnier in this manner : My friend; the Republic, 
4 eſtabliſned till rivers of blood ſhall have flowed. 


Leaſt 


tigues; but it is a facrifice to their country. "Fall + 
: 60! Always recolle&t with pleaſure: the i important ſervices 


= The day of vengeance 1 15 at hand; it will be terrible, | 


< founded on the wreck of Deſpotiſm, cannot be 
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Leaſt the violence of the rexolutionary. ftyle- ſhould 
caſt an imputation on the general ſenſibility and bene 
volence of the writer, it is to be obſerved that Hoche 
was the moſt conſiderate and humane: of men; that 
after a battle, he never ſat down to table till he had 
| firſt viſited the wounded, taken cognizance.of their ac 
commodation, 3 in his own perſon, and adminiſtered wy : 
the relief of which their ſituation was capable. 

At this time, he 0 a letter 12 any — — from 
the repreſentatives of the te wit army ; 
Ribhe.. written by St. 9 nj which he. gy of th | 
do ſtrike a great blow, and to arrange his movements . 
in conjunction with Pichegru. The activity of the 
general had, already re- Organized the army; a mili⸗ 
tary commiſſion fat in judgment on pillagers with in- 
_ exarable ſeverity; and order, diſcipline and  enthuſraſar, 

conſpired ta encourage the e of brilliant 
ſucceſs. n e 
The plan of operations was an tonafhi 2 
military genius, the merit of which EI RARE to 
2 wreſt from the legitimate author. ky 

But though victory attended the perſon of our here 
in the opening of ex career, the EN coping | 
which forty 5 of . the enemy's beſt, troo 
trenched on the heights of Kayicrintrn.; in e oj A 
manner as to 3 nearly the effect of tri their : 


numbers, preſented to 5 French, w 


were but N together with the. failure of. 2 diviſion | 
which funk wpder the difficulties of a 3 battle, 
unfupported by tl e gene- 
ral, ior a moment n concerted plan, and 
threatened the m 9 conſequences, Hoche, 

_ Whole cy<-fight was fo piercing, as to diſcern objects 
at. diſtances-at, which they are ſcaroęly perceptible with 
Fam fe faw the accident, though three miles removed 

his own ſtation. He clenched his faſt and bit his 
e 1 eee habit 12 which he was Hable une 
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| ihe Magere of vexation or dippoümment) and flew - 
to the place where he had perceived the diforder. He 
immediately changed his deſign, and iſſued freſn orders 
with the rapidity of lightning. The ſoldiers, animated 
by his encouraging addreſs, ſurmounted the obſtacles to 
2 ch they had” betore yielded, and ſupported. the whole 
fire of the enemy without wavering. Thus, though 
accident fruſtrated the deliberate counſels of wiſdom, 
promptneſs of change and audacity of execution ſup- 
plied the remedy. Bot the night interrupted the 3 55 
f gre 's of their once more victorious arms; and the abſo- 
te want of ammunition; which was exhauſted by the 
length of the engagement, ſeemed to render a retreat 
. neceſſary. The) young general, however, unwilling to 
loſe the precious opportunity, had reſolved to carry the 
formidable entrenchments of the enemy at the point of 
the bayonet in the morning; but the report of a gun'in 
the dead of the night, in the oppoſite camp excited the 
attention of Hoche, who juſtly attributed it to the 
Arrival of freſh ſuccours. His conjecture was con- 
firmed by tumultuous cries of joy. And here it was 
that the grandeur of our hero's character ſeemed to 
riſe above itſelf. Concealing within his own boſom the 
chagrin ariſing' from the too formidable mequality be- 
tween an army newly ſuccoured, and one exhauſted by 
previous exertion, and relying folely on the bayonet, 
With a calm and chearfut aſpect, he confeſſed 
the propriety of retreating, and gave orders for 
beating what he in r termed the retrograde 
march. The neceſf 4 was irkſome, but he 
feared that ſome new diſaſter might preverit him from 
purſuing the ſecond part of his deſign. But he retired | 
in the moſt perfect order, and witk a celerity Which 
eg the enemy from the poſſibility of harrafling | 
is march. The character, ecken, of Hoche: was 
not indebted tor its f theſe to the conſtant patronage 
2 korkune, but 1 88 unimpaired ſplendour 
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cus Ks: cloud of adverſe circumſtances, and ſur- 
mounted the impediments of JESS oppolition,” or 
treachery. K 
1 circumſtance rants about the period en | 
theſe events happened, Which ſtrongly illuſtrates the 
reluctance with which Hoche bent under the yoke of 
tyranny. The miniſter at war had ſomè time before, 
ſuperſeded general Hedouville. Hoche conſidering the 
injuſtice of that act, had refiſted it, and declared his 
__ continuance. highly important-to'the ſervice. But an 
order from the Committee of Public Safety, for the 
arreſt of Hedouville, was not to be diſobeyed-; Hoche, 
however, took his leave of him with tears and em- 
braces, in the preſence of the very agents who came 
to execute the order. He then had recourſe to youn 
_ Grigny, to confult him on the proper choice of à fuc- 
ceſlor. While the latter was giving his opinion, 
Hoche regarded him with emotion, "and excfaimed, 
% My choice is ifrevocably fed; I take you for my 
e aſſiſtant. Grigny appearing confuſed at the unex- 
pected declaration, and ſeeming to revolve in His mind 
the viciſſitude which his prédeceſſor hid fuſtainied, 
Hoche left him for a quarter of an hour to determine 
on his acceptance or refuſal. ' On his return, he did 
not wait for an anſwer, but communicated to "him the 
plans he had formed. By this eharacteriſtie feature, 
we may judge of the equal rapidity and firmneſs with 
which Eh young general conceived and executed his 
ideas. Grigny was the twentieth on a ſtaff, on which 
there were 8585 adjutart· generals. But what is rank to 
a Republic whoſe ſtaple commodity is talent? Hoch® 
overlooked” all confiderations”'sf punRitio, and pro- 
cured the confirmation 'of Grigny as ſecond in com- 
mand, by che repreſentatives 'of the people, Eneofte 
and Beaudot, alte 20: O07 DANEHIDY PRONEL A 
The retreat of the army Foil Kbyte wee bad 
| Uſpirite the adherents ·0 the French intereſt, and. 
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been conſidered as leading, in its conſequences, to 
capture of of Landau. The Auſtrians had Fg A 45 
port that the important poſt had actually endered, | 
- and} that the French army was annihilated ; and, not 
content with this, officious politicians attributed the 
erſe to treachery, and configned the Republic. to 
i destruction by the parricidal hands of her own chil- 
dren... In this _ of affairs, Hoche received two 
Etters, one from St. Juſt and Le Bas, Repreſentatives 
_ of. the People with the army, the other from the Com+s 
mittee of 1 Public Safety, breathing, ſentiments con- 
genial with his own, and giving advice ſuited to the 
poſture of circumſtances, with the exception of this 
Angle error, as the ſequel proved it ta be, of directing 
his regards 0 ib AS. bis polar ſtar... The con- 
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er. time of his arri 125 3 of ths 
ls be had. diſgomtinued the uſe af tents, as an in- 
ances,.and a juxbrious indulgence unworthy, of 
- blican ſoldiers, ;; 5 the army happened to halt at 
night near.a wood; they. made a great Bre, and lay on 
Manches oftrdes ſtrewed 'on the ground; in the morn; 
3 e heir 
8 7491 24 wiborrirs 103 31 | oft 's I 
t this times the foldiers looked, 
| of . 
& Sera was e a ditexent opin te. 
relief of Landau remained to be effect 8 (ea: 
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ober ved a Tegiment which diſtinguiſhed” itſelf in the 
| e of diſconteft. In a moment he ſeized id 
GpPO 


diſaſter; ns 3a the firſt iniſtanee aròſe. 
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* called for Winter quarters. Hoche 


nity of fopping the eontagion; he iſſued au 


order that the mutineds regime ſhould be exchided 
from the Hhenours of the firſt engagement. The mu- 


rinecrs preſented themſelves before him wirk- undhf 
ſembhled contrition; the favour they Had to el 
was ko be placed as the förlorh hope. The boon was 
granted, And they erbitte 'their 3 . 


alu. 15 9111 b ie 427 1 8 
Ahe sind ef FHeche was employed in deceit 


pktition 888 | 
rein the! r 
git vat pabHicity of his defigns.”! To this end, he ified 
the rot Hg Mar and apparently e contradictiry —_ 
he wiſe] the outpoſts by diy and hight, e moſt. 
vigilang cifeumſpechien!; affected to appretiend an „ 
tack lettre trocßs heuld:Confralt its of indolenier 
and diff Pation; was conſtantly on the watch; received 


etemy by the Appearance of lethargy; While i 
Na © erin to re tent ce 
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all the TiteHigence Which his (pies and others brought ; 
2 head- <quarters, and gad atiſwers and directions 


Er GI. i Fed Jin Lf mori, biste 418 2 : 
Fhe''egotifn à Jealouſy: of 'the different gene nerals 
e to the enemy in Partial at- : 
tacks f büt Hoche was determined, by ſetting aide the | 
diſtinctiölis of pride, and forming the whole army ita 
one united ** to fall on 155 opponents with a2 
weight” which their whole power ſhould be unable tor. 
real. In Fout-and-twerity! hours from the develope- 
ment of his plan, the army was on its march; and a 
ſingle day ſufficed to diſcomfit the enemy and drive 
them beyond Wert. From this moment Hoche datei 
the deliverance of Landau. He then led his army to 
the plains of Weiſſembourg, where he gave battle to 
the fene Trees of the — He defeated them, 
1 carried 
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to the winners. The 3d regiment of | 
30600 livres for ſix pieces; the 14th of dragoons 2400 
for four; the ad battalion of the fifty- fifth 2400 ; and 
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The attack was impetuous, and the victory complete; 


the routed party left their ammunition and their wound- 
ed behind them, and nothing but neglect of orders on 
the part of a French officer ſaved them from an un- 
conditional ſurrender. Pichegru was a calm ſpectator 
of the battle gained by Hoche, but knew how to ap- 


pfropriate its conſequences to himſelf, On being in- 


formed of the iſſue, he haſtened with St. Juſt and 
Lebas, to the neighbourhood of Landau; and dating 
from that place, manufactured one of thoſe parading 
reports with which the grandiloquent Barrere uſed to 


inflame the national enthuſiaſm to the ſiniſter purpoſes 


of a faction. The orator, indeed, declared from the 
Tribune of the Convention, that the army had de- 
& creed itſelf to be in a ſtate of permanent vitory;” 
but he did not once mention the name of the m 
to whom their victories were to be aſcribei. 
An inſtance of the peculiar felicity with which 
Hoche's vivacity turned the moſt arduous circums 


ſtances to account, occurred at Freiſcheweiller, where, 
in a very critical moment, he bethought himſelf of 


ſetting up the enemy's cannon to fale. He ran to the 


front of his battalions, and cried out with an auſpicious 


gaiety, Six hundred livres for every piece of cannon, 
„ muy comrades !*”” The joyous impreſſion of this fally 


produced the intended effect: A bargain!” was 
echoed, from every part of the line. Nor were Lacoſte 


and Beaudot, the repreſentatives, averſe to fulfilling 
the engagement of the general, and n the prizes 
huſſars received 


the 4th battalion of the Lower Rhine, the ſame ſum, 
making up eighteen pieces of cannon purchaſed of the 
Auſtrians. | 3 „ ene „ 


, 


A jeu d'eſprit of Hoche at the battle of Wert, one 
df the moſt bloody in the annals of war, may be re- 
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corded as a proof: of his OP? to contraſt the 
lively energy of his charatter, as exhibited in the pre- 
ceding eite. A ball had cut a tree in two under 
which the commander was on horſeback ; the branches: 
fell about him, and wanted but little of cruſhing him 
with their weight : he diſengaged himſelf with his 
uſual preſence of mind, and without changing his poſt, 
coptinued to give his . He had fi e ex- 
tricated himſelf from this entanglement, than another 
ball killed his horſe under him: far from being diſ- 
concerted at his danger, he took the horſe of a dragoon 
who attended him, and obſerved with a laugh, as he 
mounted, that the gentlemen on the other ſide 
Ko fred determined to | make him ſerve in the in- 
. fantry.” 
As a proof of the n with which bas IE 
ed, and the unenvious liberality with -which he re- 
warded merit, we ſhall enumerate ſome of the officers 
-whom he promoted—Grigny, Lefevre, Debelle, Gre- 
nier, Andreoſſi, Detre, Hatry, Deſaix, Championnet, 
meu who have done honour to the choice of their de- 
ceaſed patron, were among the number of thoſe whom 
he recommended to CIVIC honours and to military 
rank. 
After a career of e in Which the A 
were purſued without relaxation, and the important 
poſts of Germerſheim, Worms, Spire, and at, laſt 
Fort Vauban, ſurrendered to the French, the two 
ſtaffs of the army of the Moſelle and the Rhine, as 
well as the armies themſelves, came to be again 8 
parated, after having performed the ſervices which 
had impoled the neceſſity of their junction. At a 
meeting, to ſettle the proportions and the mode of di- 
viſion, Pichegru aſked, © What officers he ſhould 
„ take with him?” Hoche replied drily, -< I leave 
e that entirely to your own choice; conſcious, un- 
Pane of his own ability, though his rival- might 
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PD 2 the beſt, to train up others by the influence of his | 


own example and inſtructions 


But the Committee of Public Safety; in their own 
characters not chargeable with puſillanimity, though _ 
miſled by the envious ſuggeſtions of Pichegru, _ 

_ $6: enter into the views of Hoche, to effe& the the | 

ſage of the Rhine, and ftrike terror into the 2 

heart of Germany. Notwithſtanding, however, the 

predominant counſels of the Republic, tending to the 
quiet poſſeſſion of what they had atchieved, ſeemed to 
exempt our hero for a time from the perils of military 
viciſſitude, he ſtill had to encounter the wiles of an 
enemy, who hoped to ſeduce by ſtratagem the valour 
and the patriotiſm. which they could not conquer by 

force of arms f 

It was ſuppoſed chat female ban nee might 
weaken in a young mind the energy of that devotion to 

the cauſe of Liberty, which had been proof againſt the 

pecuniary and honorary temptations ſo fatal to the vir- 
tue of many in the catalogue of French commanders. 

In the courſe of a rapid march for the purpoſe of taking 

poſſeſſion of the Palatinate, Hoche having put him- 

ſelf at the head of the advanced guard, the head- 


quarters remained in the rear. The general was CX= 


pected to ſupper in a ſmall town, on the invitation 
of one of his own officers. . On his arrival, he fat _ 
down to a magnificent entertainment, at which it was 
contrived that he ſhould meet a lady, as if by accident, 
of uncommon beauty, heightened by the attractions of 
the moſt voluptuous dreſs. The maſter of the houſe, 

with a polite attention, which appeared to have no 


by the ſide of the principal gueſt. It would be im- 
poſſible to imagine any illicit artifices, ambuſhed in- 
deed under the ſpecious outſide of innocence, which 
were not played off againſt the young Cyrus during 
the 5 The charms of rational and elegant con- 
1 Ts n | verſation 


particular meaning, placed the infidious enchantrefſss 


— wn 


verſation relieved by ſallies of facetiouſneſs, or intereſt= 
ingly interrupted by the eloquent expreſſion of looks and 
geſtures; every provocative, which could ſtir the appetite 
of paſſion or of reaſon; all the modes of allurement, 
hackneyed or novel, were {et in array againſt the con- 
Nancy of the hero. Some of the company entertained 
themſelves with the proceſs of the conteſt, and predicted 
the defeat of the ſtronger party by an anticipating ſmile. 
But Hoche was neither ſo unzpprehentive as to fall 
through ignorance; neither ſo diſtruſtful of. himſelf, 
as OE abucs in the rudeneſs. of immediate flight, 
nor ſo confident as to yield to the careleſſneſs of en- 
joyment. With an air of abſence and profouud me- 
ditation, he fat out the entertainment, without ap- 
pearing to notice the attractions or dangers: to which 
his mind was anxiouſly alive; and he aſſumed the 
manners of indifference, while his thoughts were in- 
tereſted deeply in the paſſing ſcene. He was engaged 
to paſs the night at the houſe; but how great may we 
ſuppoſe the ſurpriſe of his hoſt to have been, when, 
without previous notice, at two in the morning, 
he ordered his horſes to be ſaddled, mounted im- 
mediately on their arrival, in ſpite of the hour, and 
fatigues of the preceding day, and rode ſixteen miles 
- _ to his head quarters, to enjoy the refreihment of ſleep, 
- _ - ſecure from the hazard of ſeduction from his duty ! 
But We are not to infer from the apparent coldneſs of 
his temper, as exemplified in the preceding anecdote, 
that his profeſfional habits had diminiſhed his natural 
taſte for the tranquil charms of domeſtic life, and the 
Pleaſures of female ſociety. At one of the national 
Feſtivals, celebrated at Thionville, he became acquaint- 
ed with a girl of fifteen. His inclinations were fixed, 
when, 'on better acquaintance, he found that purity of _ 
mind and feminine delicacy of character to be real, 
the appearance of which had at firſt attracted him. 
Ale made application to the family through the inter- 
ii e N vention 


o 
- . 
1 
- ; 7 


Py — mgr—_—_ =. 


1 
k 
þ 
1 
I 3 
1.80 
} i 
. 
8 
i 4 
oy 131 
" 
11 
[] : 
Wi 
} [ 
in * 
1 Fa, 
214178 
i 
r 
(218 5 
4131008 
wat 
2308 
1 +37 
þ |. 
_ 
ry | * 
#1 
1 
+" 
j p 
. 
0 * 
14 
1 . 
i 
LY 


—, 


GENERAL Hoc HRERJ.. 29 


e of a friend, whoſe intimacy allowed him thoſe 

opportunities, which his own tranſient acquaintance, 
and that with the young lady only, would ſcarcely 
warrant. But a difficulty occurred, which Hoche had 
not foreſeen, in the remains of thoſe prejudices, which 
Republican principles had not yet eradicated from Re- 
publican minds. Citizen Dechaux, the girl's father, 
who was a ftore-keeper to the army, Was alarmed at 
the honour intended to his family by the firſt in com- 
mand. One morning he waited on his future ſon- in- 
law. Citizen Dechaux was introduced, and Hoche 
received him with a cordial ſalute. The ſhort con- 
verſation thn entued contains the ey of his mar- 
Hage. 

Dechaux. 5 My wife wack I, general, ſearcely Ki 
how to receive the honour you deſign us. Our 
. daughter 3 is a good girl, but the was not born to bea 

general's wife. We might think of marry ing her to a 
volunteer, or perhaps a lieutenant; or if our 
fortune equalled our deſire of doing well for her, we 1 
as at; poſſibly even aſpire to get a captam for' Her f 


Hoche. I 8 a Republican General, but not Jong 
fince I was only a ſerjeant. 


Dechaux. The manner in which we live, and 5 


the genteel appearance we make, may probably have 
excited an idea that our circumſtances are more ITEM 5 
than they really are. c 
Hoche. Vou do me "injuſtive—1 do not want a 
fortune, I want a wife. 
Dechaux. That is. generous. But I truſt you will 
attribute the liberty of the obſervation I am going to 
make to its true motive, the anxious concern, and 
even ſuſpicious caution of a parent in what regards his 
child's happineſs, It is cuſtomary, when' an offer of 
marriage is made, for the friends of the lady to make 


ſome enquiries reſpecting the circumſtances and con- 
nexions of the ſuitor. | | ; 
| Hoche, 


„ 
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"4 Hoche. The information vou can want on that 
head is ſhort and ſimple, and no one can furniſh it 
more ſatisfactorily than myſelf. I was born at Ver- 
failles: my mother died in child-bed, but my father 
is ſtill living, and refides at Paris. My name is La- 
rarus Hoche, IG x: . been in the: army _ 
fixteen. (165 NE 

Dechaux. But my daughter f is too young 3 3 not 

quite Riten. 

Hoche. So much the better ; 3 1 with for a pure and 
705515 mind, the habits of which 1. may ſo model as 
to comport With my own: your daughter ſeems to 
- poſſeſs the qualities of which I am in ſearch ; and the 
"concluſion of the whole matter is, Citizen, that 1 ſec 
We very plainly Jam to be your ſon-in-la w. 
Dechaux. Citizen-General, you have taken your 

father-in-law by aſſault; ſo I ſurrender at difcretion. 
Hoche. I have heard very patiently. all you had to 
ſay ; and now, for my part, I have but one 1 5800 
to aſk: Is your daughter's heart at e "IP 
74 ee I believe ſo. | 
Hoche. Then I only requeſt one "a s conver- 
bn with her, to be aſſured of it from herſelf. 
The laſt condition was granted; and the interview 
ſufficed to convince the Sitar not only of the diſen- 
gaged ſtate of the young lady's heart, but of her dif- 
poſition to receive his a Areſſes with the favour and 


frankneſs their ingenuous and diſintereſted nature me- 


rited. A few days were ſufficient to ſettle the pre- 
liminaries, and the nuptials were celebrated under 
5 the moſt encouraging auſpices. 
But the very circumſtances of his auen hap: 
| pineſs only exaſperated the acrimony of thoſe envious 
denunciations, which his perſecutors were now be- 
ginning to pour in upon him. Hoche was deeply 
affected by the malevolent miſrepreſentations, to which 
2 wide of the pureſt: * had N : and 
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we find him treating them in a letter to one of his 
friends, with a mixture of becoming ſenſibility and 


honeſt indignation: One muſt love one's country 
ho lign 


4% well, to continue in office in theſe times. What! 
% ſhall jaundiced envy dare to purſue me into the very 


„ boſom of my family? Were I a carpenter or any 


% other obſcure mechanic, 1 might have been happy; 
but, arrived at one of the chief commands of the Re- 
« public, it ſeems 1 am never to taſte any happineſs. 
„ Wretched intriguers ! Is the virtuous character to 
<< be always your ſport * What have licentious de- 
„ bauchees to do with my union, whoſe impure. diſ- 
< poſitions, prevent them from forming ſuch a con- 
„ nexion. Not to talk of beauty—have I not wedded 
myſelf to virtue? Are not the parents of my ſpouſe 


undoubted patriots? Great God ! if I muſt always 


“ endure ſuch ſufferings, grant that I may ſpeedily ]. 
„ return to my native duſt,” Even the public 


eſteem, which might have conſoled him for the ſuf- 


ferings inflicted by too powerful individuals, was di- 
verted from its proper channel by the miſrepreſenta- _ 
tions of St. Juſt, in the tribune of the Convention, 


where the atchievements of Hoche were put in re- 


quiſition to amplify the panegyric of Pichegru. But 
it muſt not be omitted, for the honour of the Engliſh 
Newſpapers, that they were the only public medium, 
chrough which the military operations, mutilated in 
the French journals for party purpoſes, were related 
with fidelity, and aſcribed to their true authors with 
r doom. at ne 
Hoche, however did not fail to expreſs himſelf in 
a letter to the Committee of Public Safety, with the 


* 


* 


frankneſs of conſcious integrity. I intreat you to 
examine my orderly- book, and my correſpondence, 
and compare them with thoſe of Pichegru., that 
you may aſcertain who commanded at Wert, at 

he battle of Weiſſembourg, and the recovery of 


. h 0 . 
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„ the lines; who! planned the capture of Lavters 
4 bourg, of Germerſheim, of Spire and Worms; 
„ the march to Landau, the attack on the defiles of 
% Auweiller, the march to Kayſerſlautern and to 
% Kreutznach.” But not contented with challeng- 
ing the inſpection of his papers, he actually tranſmit- 
ed them to the Miniſter of War, by one of his offi- 
| cers, to whom he ſaid on taking leave, If you 
„ ſhould be aſked any queſtions about me at Paris“ 
„ What ſhall I fay, General?“ « Why vou may 
4. fay—all that you know.“ 

But the unqueſtionable pre- eminence of his cha- 
rater, which ought to have been his protection, 
ſerved only to expoſe him to the ſhafts of calumny, 
and mark him as an object for proſeription. His real 
_ offence was having hurt the pride of the moſt ſuper- 
cilious of men, St. Juſt. As the miſunderſtanding 
between the Repreſentative and the General, was pro- 
ductive of ſerious conſequences to the latter, and its 
origin has been variouſly repreſented, we ſhall inſert 
the two moſt probable accounts of it. The one fur- 
niſtied by an officer of character, is, that St. Juſt, 
wiſhing to engage Hoche in Robeſpierre's party, 
offered him fifty thouſand crowns after raiſing the 
blockade of Landau, not as an avowed agent of ad- 
miniſtration, but under the maſk of a tribute to his 
perſonal worth and patriotiſm.— Hoche, knowing the 
danger of quarrelling with a man of St. Juſt's influ- 
ence, accepted 50,000 crowns, but depoſited them 
in the army cheſt, inſtead of appropriating them to 
himſelf; and this delicacy was the ground oF the 
| perſecutions he afterwards ſuffered.” * 

But the truth of the foregoing Katernent' my be 

| And upon very reaſonable grounds. Few will 

be inclined to believe that Robeſpierre and St. Juſt, 

made uſe of pecuniary bribes, or the arts of infinuation, 

3 to er their —— They Were acquainted with 5 
a | muc 
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. n and more expeditious isdn of con- 
Lerſßon than corruption. It is more probable, therefore, 
that the prejudice aroſe merely from the arrogant tem- 
per of St. Juſt, who had aſſumed to himſelf the title of 
Envoy Extraordinary to the Army, and by this preten- 
fon domineered over his colleagues, Lacoſts and Beau- 


dot, who were fimply Repreſentatives, and oppoſed 


their ſalutary reforms. Finding the ſuppleneſs and 
time-ſerving ſpirit of Pichegru in direct oppoſition to 


the inflexibility of Hoche, St. Juſt probably thought 


the former a fit inſtrument to execute his will, and 


therefore made him an object of decided preference; ; 
while the virtue of the latter pointed him out as a, 


mark for Vengeance, unconnected with perſonal al- 
tercation, or. the offenſive refuſal of proffered favours, 


At the time of the, junction of the two armies, 
mentioned in the courſe of this narrative, St. Juſt 


wiſhed to have given the chief command to Piche- 
_ gru3 but in this inſtance, he was forced to yield to 
the preſfing inſtances of his colleagues. The fortu- 
nate reſult of. the nomination had 20 tender ncy. to re- 


concile St. Juſt to his diſappoiutment; and the follow- 


ing circumſtance contributed not a little to augment 


the irritation of thwarted. ſelf-ſufficiency. Five days 
before the battle in which the lines of Weiſſembourg 
were: recovered, St. Juſt and Lebas, required from 


Hoche the communication ef his plan; the latter, 
recollecting that the attack on Kayſerſlautern had miſ- 


| carried in conſequence. of the project having been di- 
vulged, was reſolute in the refuſal of their demand 3 


only require,” anſwered he, to be the depoſitary 


# of my. own. ſecret, and I pledg e myſelf to victory. 
But though the event juſtified bis obſtinacy;: It added X 
to 15 motives for his perſecution: 


From the period to which we have brought the 1 55 | 


p abi Hoche ſaw. by the orders of the Committee: of 
0 e , that though: the. e _— . | 


2 a 300 ; W 
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im e of victory which he had Sole; 
as it actually did, it Noda be under another leader. 
But though his advice was uniformly rejected, and his 
removal determined, he was too popular for his ene- 
mies to venture it, but under the plauſible pretext of 

inating him to the command of the army of 
Italy. In conſequence of this appointment, he was 
ordered to repair to Nice; and the affecting reflec- 
tion that he was quitting the companions of his glory, 
Was only alleviated by the hope of ſerving his N 


more effe ctually in another ſtation. 


8 On his arrival at Nice, his firſt object was to con- 
© Kult his maps, and lay plans for the campaign, which 
ne expected to open. He was fitting at a frugal ſup- 

per of bread and olives, without having taken off his 

boots after his journey, when he ſaw an officer enter 


tze room. Suppoſing him to have been a ſubaltern 


joy, and the inſulting tone o 


come to receive his orders, Hoche 'graciouſly invited 
him to fit down to table, which was refuſed. The 
ſtranger acquainted him with his miſſion, which was 
to put him under arreſt. * Excuſe me, General,” 
faid Hoche coolly, I did not know your buſineſs; 
IJ was going to bed; I am fatigued with travelling, 
4 and my conſcience will not diſturb my repoſe : l 
c cannot attend you before to-morrow morning. 
Hoche had no other idea on his journey to Erb. 
than that his arreſt was the conſequence of a miſtake, 
and that he ſhould be returned to his functions with 
more diſtinguiſhed honour. On his entrance into the 
anti- chamber of the Committee, he ſaw St. Juſt, and 
applied to him for juſtice. 05 You thall have all that 
% you deſerve,” replied the F with malicious 
On his return 


112 the committee room into which he had entered, 
he gave his own directions for lodging Hoche in the 
: of of the Carmelites, whence he was 2 88 
bf 1 — "One hero had carried "for 


books 


GENERAL, noch. . 3s. 


A: 2 | books with him to priſon, among. W were the x 
* Epiſtles of Seneca, and be s Eſſays. With, | | 
on Þ 1 particularly pleaſed, and with th — 


ſentiment, Non ſumus in ullius hoteſt 1 > : 


8 in noſtra boteſtate et. He called it, emphatically, | 
1 the complete code of fortitude, _ 5 
"_ In the priſon of the Carmelites, he had made ac- 
os quaintance with the Citoyenne Beauharnais, ſince wife 


of Buonaparte, by whoſe means he gained intell-.. 
ry gence of the aſſaſſinations which were . perp trated. 

4 every day under the form of juſtice. At the Cans 
ciergerie, he was a fp ectator of the horrid 1 6 
7 Scarcely a day. paſſed 15. ſome of his fellow pi 5 


ww ſoners Kamiliariſed him to the idea of death, by ta og 
55 their leave on their condemnation to the ſcaffo 

391 Montaigne 8 Eſſays, which he had borrowed, having, 
"A been previonlly in the Falken of a perſon ſimilarly cir- 
wa cumſtanced, opened o 


themſelves at the N which 


3 had been moſt read, intitled, Que e ect 72 uoſopher, 


5 que d' ahprendre a mourir. But when Hoche had 

= ufficiently ſtudied this leſſon, and digeſted the ſenti: 
5 ment into a principle of conduct, he threw aſide his 
05 books altogether, renounced the uſual ſeriouſneſs of 
5 his character, and gave himſelf up to the enjoyment. 

* of the preſent. moment, company, the badinage of 

Te female 2 575 the pleaſures | of the table, appeared 3 
Ry him to afford a inore certain antidote to melancholy, 8 


4 than the precepts of philoſophy, which once im riots. 
— ed on the mind, were only to be weakened and ren- 
| dered inefficacious by the tedium of repetition. Thus 
the man whoſe ſobriety not all the allyrements. of 
us power and fame could ſhake, in a fituation in which 
n the generality would have been reduced to deſ ponden 
cy, became the devotee of mirth, Perlanal indulgence, ++. n_ 
he | and thoughtleſs diſſipation. | 
= This paſling intoxication of he” IE however 
is * in the Neo diminiſh the firmneſs of his cha- 
F 2 | rater ; : po 
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racter; ITY nba he was become 4 Philoſopher of 
What 18 commonly called the Epicurean School, he 
Was ſtill a philoſopher, both in his own behaviour, and 
in his obſervations on the manners of others, in cir- 
cumſtances of ſtrong intereſt, iluſtrating the predo- 
minance of nature and habit over hope and fear, in ſitu- 
ations the moſt unexpected, in apprehenſions the moſt 
formidable, and under the impending terrors of prema- 
ture death. A very rich money-jol ber, the accumu- 
12 tions of whoſe life ſeemed to increaſe the neceſſity 
of felf-denial in the very means of living, was per- 
ceived by Hoche concealing ſome aſſignats and pieces 
of Money from the goaler,, in his ſhoes, which were 
likely from his preſent ce to become the inheritance 
of the executioner ! What do. you intend to do with. 
that money, ill-fated and ill-judging man?“ Said 
Hoche. *© Don't ſpeak ſo loud.“ Replied the other. 
At the Conciergerie, there was a poet in the room 
with Hoche, who perſecuted him for ſeveral days with 
ſolicitations to hear a tragedy. read, which, the votary 
of the muſes had written. | Aster much evaſi ion, the 
general conſented. He was ſoon tired, and it was not 
very long before he was aſleep, though the poet was 
too much engaged with ſelf-admiration to advert. to 
| that. accident. At the concluſion, he ſhook his audi= 
tor, and aſked his opinion of the piece. I think,” 
replied Hoche, * „that the Colonies of Public Safety 
have ſent vou to torment me before my time.” _ 
Hoche had noſegays brought hirn every day into 
the priſon: one morning, when he expected to be 
catried before the Revolutionary Tribunal, he gave a 
roſe. to each of the perſons who were likely to ac- 
company him. His trial was put off; but his fellow 
priſoners were all condemned, and all died with the 
roſe, which he had given them, in their moutfis. But 
the, ninth of Thermidor arrived, and was to be noted 
. i the Calendar of n humanity or r the ceſſation 
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GENERAL HOCHE. / | 9 


of human Ude and tlie releaſe of fuck a man as 
Hoche. | | 

On his diſcharge Hail the Cnbietherle; Hoche was, 
reduced to the neceffity of ſoliciting the arr ears of pay. 
due to him at the time of his arreſt, to defray his un- 
avoidable expences; at the very time when Pichgru 


Was living in opulence, at the head of an army which 


Was waſted by famine. While Heche was waiting in 
the antichamber of the Committee of Public Safety 
for his reſtoration to public functions, Pichegru was 
overwhelming the friends of the Republic with injuries, 
and countenancing its enemies with his credit and in- 
fluence. He was now as jealous of Jourdan as he had 


before been of Hoche : and as Carnot was as much 


gratified by his docility, as he was incenſed at the in- 


| flexibility of our hero, he aſſiſted him to the utmoſt in 


the gratification of his revengeful paſfions. Pichegru's 


partizans were {till loud in their praiſes on account of 


the conqueſt of Holland; but the maſk is at length. 


removed, and hiſtory will inform poſterity that the . 8 


modeſt Jourdan contributed as much to purchaſe him 


laurels at ati eaſy rate by the battle of Fleurus, as 
Hoche had done at the lines of Weilſembourg. 


After ſome months application, Carnot ſci : 


that Hoche ſhould return into the ſervice, and be en=' © 
truſted with the command of the army on the coaſts 


of Cherbourg. But the malice of this appointment 
muſt not paſs unobferved : his genius could no longer 


diſplay the fertility of its reſources againſt an enemy, 
with whom it was glorious to contend ; but was to be 


exerciſed in a conffict of Frenchman againſt French- 
man, in which the acquiſition of glory. would be mea- 
ſured hy the virulence of domeſtic diſcord, and the 


| horrors of civil war. Hoche felt the ſeverity of his 


fate, though he was reſolved to produce good out of 


evil; d could not help frequently Ga. 1 1 
1— 827 
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happy are they who have only Prufli ians and Auſtrians, 


4 to conquer : : 
. campaigns | in La Vendée had been 1 
135 by ſeycral generals in ſucceſſion, who had produced 
no other effect than to irritate and inflame the wound, 
— exaſperate the miſeries reſulting from miſguided. 
__ , - fanaticiſm. On the arrival of Hoche, he found bit- 
5 terneſs i in the hearts of all parties, and the ſword and 
Will © the dagger in their hands. But he felt no fears for the 
_| ſuſpicion of inciviſin he might excite by the propoſal of 
Wi —  conciliatory meaſures in the room of that fyſtem of 
extermination, ſo contrary to true policy, Which the 
ka on poſture of circumſtances had induced the. 
c government to adopt. He undertook the in - 
3 — — of milder, though not leſs vigorous mea- 
ſures, on his own reſponſibility : and in his delineation 
of a plan for the campaign, he told the Committee of 
Pyblic Safety, that ** a few proclamations would pro- 
duce a better effect chan the moſt Tormydable N 
4 of artillery.“ 

But the penetration of his tell was not blunted - 

the 1 of his temper. He knew how to 
by ſtinguiſh the hireling agents of England, and the am- 
bitious organizers of higotry and rebellion, from the 
miſled but "honeſt multitude, who were the dupes of. 
- their prieſts, and the victims of misfortune and i 1gn0-- . 

. - Tance;. To the latter he offered pardon and fraternity; 
to the former, in his own. <mphatic words, 4a ee, 15 
lalion des bayonettes,  _ 

Ilitherto, pillage, conflagr ration, 5 murder, found- A 
| Hl 45 the harharous law of repriſals, had been the ac- 
5 ed practice of the Republican troops. - To repreſs i 
theſe exceſſes was a leading feature in the new com- 
mander's Berg. and he: fought the means in the 
eſtahliſhment of unremitted 1 4 : 


The troops had been kept in cantonments, for the 
e of conc GAR 8 them 18 the Ll of „ 
irregu 5 
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war indulgences,! which cuſtom had in  fomermeas 8 


fare arena — Thoſe: who know the difficulty k 
' reconciling the inveteracy of habit to the orpaliiahls 
iirhovations of reform, will be able to calculate the 
reſiſtance which Hoche had to overcome, in introducins 
the ſyſtem of encampments, againſt the united intereſts 
of ſloth, drunkenneſs, and concupiſcence. 5 


The diſtrict which he had to reduce to es; by 1 


being rugged, woody, and thickly interſected with 
' hedges, afforded the enemy againſt whom he had to 


_ contend, the means of protracting even defeats into 
| victories, and left little hope to reiterated fucceſs butt 
in reconciling the minds, as well as diſſipating g the \ 


forces of the diſcontented inhabitants. 
The infurgents, as might naturally have been ex- 
pected, made uſe of the advantages which nature and 
art had given them, to pillage for their ſubſiſtence, to 
furpriſe the detached parties, and annoy the main 
body of the government forces, and ſecure themſelves 


in dis poſitions they had ſtrength enough to occupy. 9 | 


Influenced by 'theſe conſiderations, the Committee of 
Safety, had ordered the demolition of the hedges, that 
the army might have room to act with effect, by en- 
ſuring a gloomy tranquility at the expence of general 
devaſtation. Hoche was to have been the agent of 
this ſtem : but relying on more generous means of 
ſucceſs, he determined to uſe his authority with the 
adminiſtration to ſuſpend the execution of the project. 
By repreſenting how dearly peace would be purcbaſedl. 
if the domeſtic comforts of the peaſantry were invaded, 
if the features of the country were to be mutilated, ED 
and the means of huſbandry deſtroyed, he ſaved the jy 
| peaceable and the miſled inhabitants from ſharing i 1 
the puniſhment of the guilty, and became the media- 


tor of contending parties, as well as the conqueror of 


armed antagoniſts. It is true, indeed, that this con- 


duct D hin to the . eben of thoſe, whoſe 
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property and ſecurity he had enſured; he was denounced ; 
| as he proteFror of. royal iſt robbery, and the | promoter 


of civil war; but the philoſophical benevolence of his 
motives, and the practical utility of his line of action, 


confirmed him in his deſign, and carried him 1 Bey ay 
= 


oppoſing difficulties | the incloſures, on which the 


. ture. proſperity and cultivation of the country depended, 


by wiſe and well-timed meaſures. 


were ſuffered - to remain; and the war, by which it 
had been deſolated, was brought to a happy concluſion 


The next remarkable circumſtance attending the | 


conflict in La Vendee, was the genius of fanaticiſm 


and religious bigotry, which exaſperated perſonal ani- 


- moſities, and corroded the wounds of civil dſſention. 


7 


Half. witted ſtateſmen and generals, Who owe their 


promotion to factious intrigue, uſually find the ſi all 


talents they poſſeſs ſo Ka, be to the difficulties of 
their ſituation, that the violence of their ſpirit, ex- 


ceeding the limits of their power, organizes and per- 


85 rains diſaffection, and erects the ſtandard of rebel- 


on into a trophy of victory. They call for conformity 


and ſubmiſſion; they exclude for opinion, and pro- 


ſcribe for principle But the policy of Hoche was as 


wiſe and moderate, as it was faithful and vigorous : 


he enjoined, the troops under his command to reſpe& 


the prejudices of the uncnlightened, to accompany the 


devotions of the ſuperſtitious, and to molify the im- 


placability of the bigotted. He taught the ſoldiers, 


that they were not the proper judges whether the re- 
ligion of the people was true or falſe ; nor did he in- 


terfere with the religion of the prieſts, but when their 


perſons had become obnoxious to his n 
their having poiſoned the minds of the laity againſt 


the civil government and military ſervice of the 


cCountr7). 


Another diſtinguiſhing trait in the performance of 


| thoſe functions, to which our hero was at preſent ap- 
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pointed, is to be found in the degree and PPE F4 of - 73 
cipline, w. which he enforced upon the troops ſubmitted 
to his controul. Far from iving encouragement to 


the ſyſtm of confiſcation and free quarters, which ſub= 
Kits the cowardly brutality. oF the ruffian for the 


4 5 generous qualities of the military Character, and 
degrades an army into the ſcourge of the defenceleſs, 


rather than the terror of the enemy, he iſſued the moſt 


poſitive injunctions in favour of a ſcrupulous attention 


to the rights of property, a punctual obſer Vance of 


pecuniary engagements, and a rigid abſtinence from in- 


vading the perſonal liberty- or the moral purity of fas, | 


milies. 


* . 


But his Fes of diſcipline, guarding againſt ex⸗ 
traneous offence, and conceived in the ſpirit of con- 
: ciliation, was not founded in the gloomy temper of : 


tyranny, or in a mechanical adherence to the re 


lations of profeſſional formality. The ſeverity, 0 of. 


Hoche was extorted by occaiton, was temporary in its. 


. continuance, 847 5 in its motives, and apparently 
is feelings; his affability and indulgence 
were the reſult of diſpoſition and habit, uniform in 


repugnant to 


their tenor and conſiſtent in their aſpect, unwillingly 


ſuſpended, and joytully reſtored. The irregula-. 


rities by which | rangers were the ſufferers, wers 
unrelentingly puniſhed z the accidental excel 
Which neither impeded the ſervice. nor diſgraced the 
cauſe, were 
cauſe» they vere eaſily pardoned. 

When offigers, whole | petty CE nas" was 
centered in the exerciſe of authority, repreſented it 


in terms of ludicrous ſolemnity the heinouſneſs of 


trifles arid the criminality of ſocial enjoyment, Hoche 


would occaſionally expreſs himſelf  thus—* Vou 


would not have ſoldiers drunkards; neither would 


I: but conſider the limited gratifications of à camp, 


5 . the LS 4 the military fe. We £97 1M 


« bawde 


not the more frequently repeated, bes. 95 


—ͤ— 


"= w in 1 
< however t to diſcourage the 1 ani uſe of wine, 


7 wh its effects are exceivable in the neglect 

1 of duty: then commences the crime, aud then the 

ex . of puniſhment.” | 

1 rimands Were never tinged with che vulga- 

uſe, and t herefore, ſeldom gave offence. 

WW * 1 was neceſſary 45 repreſs Sonder ; the diſ- 
grace o of 1 8 Was i ited, under reſpect to diſ- 
Apline. t tell yo * aid e to one of 18 officers, 

« that I do not Goose to degrade the troops which I 

200 nd, —I with them, on the contrary, to be 

. honour ed, becauſe I hope to render them honour - 

4 able.” While he regarded with magnanimous in- 

difference the frequent denunciations which were 

$4 525 AT aint him elf, he re pelled with indign gnation 

708 or frivolous e of FR. con duft if | 

: his folders. - | . 


SasD. << TE. 


4 80 550 ſo "many accufers 5200 5 Gee's pt So 
7 uing this 
| courſe of I and e och, he ſuc- 


0 1 00 with 


rhe 25 mailed KR nts to pay homage ta the * 
-public in the perſons of her defenders, b 5 vi ant 
and 1 5 e Hen, 7 reconciled the. latter 
| e habits whic were be calcu! ec cure 
s and affection. f ene 1 

ar, in which an engage W ta 
l . Hind: e lle than e 7 115 0 i he 
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lican army. was not as 
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bog aud reduced the s wich the Cm Mee 3:4 = 
partizans to the undifeniſed i obber) 
aſſaſfination. {2 OE 


he was obliged to act the part of a fupermtendant of 
police, rather than that of à general at the head ofa 


2 fruits of a ſyſtem which combined ai 1 


ant 


It is true that in effecking theſe. ſalutary chic, 


powerful army. How many are there, who would 
have confidered this humane and _ prudent palicy,, as. 
a degradation of their functions; and who placed in 
the ſame circumſtances would have preferred to ace. 
quire the falſe reputation of great warriors, by the 


criminal prolongation of all the miſeries of civil dif< 
cord! Hoche, on the contrary, proud of the bumble 
_ ſphere to which he had voluntarily. deſcended, fre 


44 


quently made it the ſubject of jocular remark in his 


letters tohis confidential . In one of theſe letters 


he gives the following deſcrip tion of the circumſfan- 
ces in which he ated, © 1 am carrying on what is. 


called the War of the Chouans. Plealant Gentle 


« men, thefe Chovans ! You never know where to 


« find them. Be ſure to fend me the earlieft intelli- 


4 gence of the towns you take by aſſault, of the for- 


* treſſes you ſtorm, and the Mufteions victories you _ 
«gain. For my part, as foon as I thall have taken 
«a prieft, or a chouan. I ſhall tranſmit you the de- 


Ges tail of the operation, with all the parmpous minute 
«© neſs to Which the celebrity of the exploit may rea- 


«" ſonably hy claim.” 
But at ho inſtant when, Hoehe expected to 


„ 


in- 


* and emplozed 1 intimidation only as an 
F Ga ſtrunmet 
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n af humanity, he had the mortiſſcation to 


ſee. all his hopes blaſted, by a premature prochma- 


tion of general anal, ifucd 9 the National Con- 


| vention. 
The reigh of terror was followed by an Xra of af- 


fected moderation; and to the ftern decrees. of a 


committee without mercy, ſucceeded the indiſcri- 


minating condeſcentions of a government without 


vigour. The energy of conſcious dignity, and even 
the prudence. of ſelf- defence, appeared in danger of 
being loſt in the cant of unconditional amneſty, and 
amidſt the machinations of inſidious negociators. 
The deciſive plans of Hoche were thwarted by the 
illuſion of impending pacification, and the Committee 


* 


of Public Safety condeſcended to treat with Charette 


| and Stofflet, as with independent and equal powers. 


Hoche incellantly urged, that however flattering thoſe 
hopes of peace might be, to which from his own-bet- _ 
ter information he gave no credit, the preparations . 


of war would be found to be its beſt guarantee; but 


malevolence was active in calumniating his motives, 
cowardice miſtruſted his calculations, and impru- 


dence diſconcerted his plans. 
In the mean time, the audacity of the oppoſite par- 


ty overleaped all bountls: they roſe in their demands, 


they appeared publicly in the badges of diſaffection 


and ſedulouſly avoided thearrangement of the definitive 
articles. If difficulties aroſe in the negociation with 
the chiefs of the rebellion, the embarraſſment was 
not leſſened by the conduct of thoſe colleagues, 
whom the Repreſentatives of the People had appoint- 


ed to aſſiſt the Military Commanders in their deli- 


berations. Contradiction and indeciſion, rivalſhip and 
| treachery, were the alternate modes of the moment : 


\ 


ye ne 


aid at once to promote and explain the dilatory and | 
8 Fg Fic intentions of the Royaliſt party, an Ny 
nelith Fleet N off the coaſt, to cover the 
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patient mind of Hoche. The continuance of depre- 


dations had afforded an excuſe for keeping the mili- 


tary force on foot, the efforts of which were reſerved + 4 


for the deſtruction of the invading enemy, and not for 


the effuſion of blood in provincil - ſkirmiſhes. Qui- 


beron was. the depot of ten thouſand emigrants. 
Hoche had undertaken fix months before, that if they 
dared to make an attack, they. ſhould never return. On 

the firſt intelligence, he ſet out from Rennes to keep 
his word Not having been able to prevent their 
landing, he left them in poſſeſſion of the fort at Qui- 
beron, and the peninſula it commands, intending, to 

uſe his own phraſe, to catch them like rats in a 


„ trap.“ They favoured the ſucceſs of his deſigns, 


by waſting their time in conſecrating churches, 


while he was preparing arrangements of the moſt 8 


auſpicious boldneſs, which the cold ſcience of engi- 
neers taxed with the imputation of temerity. The 


aſſault of the fort Pent/ievre announced to the brave 


Republicans the completion of their labours; the 


troops. [The emigrants, who 
_ faving themſelves. by flight, attempted to regain the 


deſpotiſm, and made way for the main body under 
Hoche, who, with Tallien as his repreſentative col- 


magnitude of the attempt appeared to exceed the 
united powers of valour and fortune; but the co- 


1lumn of general Menage by a happy ſtratagem ſub- 


ſtituted the ſtandard of liberty for the odious flag f 


league, entered the fort among the foremoſt of the 
ad an opportunity of 

Engliſh ſhips ; but ſtrange as it may ſeem, they were 

not permitted to attain their object. Thoſe of them 


who were compelled to ſurrender to their injured 


| deſcent of an emigrant . army, at the approach of „„ 
which the Chouans infidioufly decided for pea ce. by Tk 
I ꝰ be arrival of the criſis was grateful to the im- 


__ — —— — — 


— mation * 
* - 


countrymen, were not. however devoted to the hor-. - / 


rors of military execution; their defenceleſs condi- -. 


tion 
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tion pleaded for them, and they were confi Wer to the 


; tempered ſeverity of the civil tribunals for the merited 


ment of apoſtacy, At this moment the feel- 
ins of humanity were apparent in the conduct and ex- 
pteffions of Hoche. Would to God,“ exchimed he, 


wt contemplating the fate of young Sombreuil, « that 
4 ſuch men as he, could be made to burn wat our 


e ſentiments of patriotifm ! Not that he pitied the 
necreant emigre, but the anfortunate and miſguided 
Frenchman. 1 mmediately upon this important rout, 


Hoche ſuggeſted to the Committee of Public Safety the 


lan of an expedition to the iſles of Jerſey and 
uernfey, the rejection of which might afford occa- 
fon of ſurpriſe, were it not that Louis the XVIIIch 
was at that moment incorporated withthat Committee, 
in the perfor: of Boiffy d*Anglas. 
At this time the Royaliſt party founded its only 
son La Vendee. Charette had once more raif- 
et the ſtandard of rebellion; for the purpoſe of oc 
cupying the attention of the interior, to Hour a'ſe= 
cond Abarten of the emigrants.Hoche acquainted 
the Government with the dangers that awalted the 
country ;" the excluſive direction of the connter ope- 
nations was in return entruſted to him, and he was pro- 
moted to the command in chief of the: army of the welt, 
ti this appointment he exclaimed, No ow Tam 
dt liberty to conclude this' unfortunate War. He 
went to Paris to arrange his plans z; Barras approved 
item, and carried them through with his _— 
of the Directory. And now it was, at's 
 Hoche; relleved from the oppt fitioif by wh Kat | 
/ Bitherts/ been thwarted, played the periods of a 
great Comtnander, the lies” 'of an able Negociator, 
Hf a word, the genes thar was to x ors U qullity 
to Ta Vetide. 


Thie ſirſt effect of His operations was the capti are of 
Stoffe, who Was pu unithed with death 3 in leſs Far a 
| _ 


47 


* 


fame 


2 His fra he would extinguith the, rebellion in 
three months ; and he accompliſhed his promiſe in 


by the conſtitutional regimenmn. 
A. leiſure to revolve the means of waging an offeg 
ye war, Hoche repaired to Paris, to conſult on his 


long rdtmed pre of # decent on Engl 


Secret Committee was held at the houſe of one of 
the Directory j the Miniſter of the Marine and the 
General had conſulted together for the inveſtigation. 


| 4 — b 


French yriter) the modeſty of his patriotifin indqiiced 
CU 
On the arr val of general Hoche at Breſt, he met witk 
his uſual fate in the counterplots of concerted Wine. N 
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Villaret-Joyeuſe Was eager in promoting whatevef 
- could difguſt the Republican ſpirit of the Command 
er; but that very ſpirit ſerved to unmaſk the trai- 
tox, and at its inſtigation he was diſcharged: © This 
merited, but too tardy deprivation of office; explains 
the ſubfequent conduct of Villaret, in taking part 
| againſt the Directory, the Miniſter of Marine; and 
_ againſt Hoche, when he was afterwards thruſt into 
. the Legiſlative Body by a faction, to repreſent the 
 would-F King of France under the tte of the Re- 
preſentative of the People 

But the removal + Viilater-fojeaſs Fd the 
command of the naval forces little contributed to 
forwarding the expedition: The obſtinate refuſal of 
the pecutuary ſupplies which the ſervice required; the 
. Ihfolence of the Marine officers; who affected to 
have nothing in common with the land generals, 
and to receive their orders ſolely from the Miniſter 
of Marine - circumſtances ſuch as theſe may convey 
ſome idea of the embarraffing fituation in which 
 Hoche was placed. His courage, however, was 

_ augmented, in proportion as the audacity of traitors. 
increaſed; his capabilities ſeemed to multiply; he 
ſuperintended and accelerated the operations in the 
arſenals at Breſt, he haſtened the equipment; the 
happy effects of his activity were every where felt, 
che impulſe of his energy was every where ack now 
ledged. In his ardour to reſtore his country to that 
rank which ſhe formerly held as a Naval Power, there 


Was no branch of nautical ſclence which did not en- 


Sage his attention, and his progreſs was ſo rapid that 
2 admiral Bruix frequently declared that one 
ar's experience would make general Hoche the 


was Alo teſtified by Buonaparte in a. remark able 


n manner. The * of Italy, in the midſt of 
3 | hie 


* 
: 
- 


* 


f <«< beſt Miniſter of Marine that ever France had.“ 
| This lively ſolicitude for the proſperity of the navy 
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"Yb moſt ſplendid triumphs, never negleRed the inte- 
reſts of the French Marine; he lußerintended the 
arſenal of Toulon on the very theatre of his conqueſts.” 
Hoche; like Boonaparte, was alive to the importance 
5 this object to the national intereſts; and deſirous 
of emulating without interfering with Buonaparte, 
he directed Kis ambition to the enterprize in which! 
he could beſt ſerve the Republic. Nor can any thing 
be more honourable! to the character of. both the . 
heros, than that Hoche, finding his rival in poſſeſ- 
ſtor of the continental laurels, transferred his -n 
"exerticns to another element, and fought, in his own 
phraſe, to conſolidate, by the deliverance of the ſeas, 
the peace ch Buonaparte was giving t to the Con- 
* tinent. | 
| © While we are on this ſubj e&; it will not be r unin- 
tereſting to inſert the following declaration of our 
hero to admiral Morard de Galfes: : 1 ͤeſteem Buo- 
n naparte, he has declared fot the liberty of his coun- 
try, and his victories have fulfilled his engagement. 
_ For this feaſon when I was laſt in Paris TH port- 
ed him with all my influence againſt the Royals 
e iſts. To lead me aſide, and to. diſcourage him, 
«the laſt mentioned. gentlemen nominated me to be 
«his ſucceſſor with the army of Italy. But I inte- 
& reſted myſelf for his continuance, becauſe he de- 
«ſerved. wie it is but fair to defend A man in the 1 =_ 
0 terior Who has fought ſo clotiouſly | on the fron= 
* tiers, and in the enemy s country.“ At another 
time, as Hoche Was reading the account of the vic- 
| tories in Italy in the papers, he was overheard to 
mutter with peculiar emphaſis, Fortunate young © 
KF © man, how I - envy You 1-6 Envy! nl WT A. 
done of his friends, who was near him, with a ſmile 
of ſurprize, 4 Yes,” replied” Hocke, „ I certainly | 


did ſpeak of Le) but I. never er jea 
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muſt not be omitted in theſe memoits. About a 


week before the accident Which we are going to re- 
late took place, the Miniſter of War had apprized 


Hoche, that an emiſſary had ſet out from —— with 


> 


a commiſſion to attempt his life. Far from taking 
_ precaution againſt the attack of which he had been 


forewarned, Hoche had throw the letter careleſsly 


into a corner of his eſcritoire ; and its contents were 
not known to the officers of his ſtaff, till aſter the 
means of precaution would have been too late. One 
- evening, as the general was coming from the play, 


at Rennes, accompanied by. the generals Hedouville 
and Debelle, a piſtol. loaded with ball, was fired at 


him. To be more certain of his aim, the aſſaſſin had 


reſted his hand on a railing; but it faultered at the 
moment of execution, and its tremulouſneſs ren- 
dered the attack ineffectual. The unalterable ſere- 
nity of Hoche afforded a ſtriking contraſt to the anx- 


ious, perturbation of his friends ; the firſt appearance 
' of the aſſaſſin, when he was brought before him, pro- 


duced not the leaſt. emotion in his countenance ;! but 
when the miſcreant threw himſelf on his knees, with- 


ſuffocating ſobs, and confeſſed his guilt, while he im- 


ceived in our hero's features, he was forced to turn 


F have you a wife and children?“ The queſtion. was 


auſwered in the affirmative, and the fact appeared to 
be, that want had tempted the wretch to the under- 

E and that a hundred louis which had not yet 
Deen p 


aid, were to be the bribe. | Hoche on this in- 
formation ſent five-and-twenty louis to his wife for her 


preſent occaſions; he made the aſſaſſin fit for his pic- 


3 ture to a painter at Rennes, and was often obſerved to 


. A * 2 - 5 
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well in profound meditation on the portrait. 
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Delays 


But about this time a circumſtance occured, which 
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Delays and difficulties, increaſing i in number and iti 


| migniradey ſeemed to threaten a total failure of the 


preparations for the invaſion of Ireland; nor would the 


great effort which approached fo near ſucceſs, have 


been attempted, had not the prevailing influence-of 
Hoche's talents and character overpowered the clamour 
of diſaffection, and ſhamed the terrors of cowardice. 
When the wind was favourable. there was a ſcarcity 
of anchors, and an unequal diſtribution of proviſions. 
The ſpirit of revolt in the navy, was gaining on the 
army: three companies of grenadiers, diſſatisfied at 
not receiving their pay regularly, refuſed to embark. 


Hoche felt the danger of Rick: an outfet ; he ordered | 


the grenadiers to be removed to a diſtance from Breſt, 


and to be excluded from the honours of the enterpriſe, 


An hour afterwards, he heard that their officers had 


expoſtulated with the companies, and induced them 


to change their minds. But the general perſiſted in 


his firſt orders, and the gates of che town were ſhut 


againſt them; they paſſed the night in the open air, 


without ſhelter or proviſions. - © 1 will have no mer - 


„ cenaries with me,“ ſaid Hoche. The effect of ſuch 


a ſpeech on French ſoldiers may be eaſily conceived. 5 


They threatened to murder the two movers of the re- 


volt; they ſupplicated, they procured interceſſon, 


they expreſſed their penitence, and promiſed better 
conduct: Hoche, affected by ſo noble an expiation, 
permitted them to reſume their ſtation, and they never 
afterwards incurred his diſpleafure. © 
At length the fleet was ready; the troo 1 
and the general himſelf in the frigate la Frater nite. 
The armament conſiſted of fifteen thouſand men. 
The wind was favourable on their leaving harbour; 
but no ſboner had they got into the open fea, than it 
became contrary. The fignal for failing, by either an 
accidental or eoncerted circumſtance, had been given too 
late for all the ſnips to fail in eompany. After the firſt 
Hoche found n ſeparated from his comrades, | 
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_ and they were ignorant of the deſtiny of their general. 


The fleet, however, appeared off the coaſt of Ireland; 


in the courſe of ten days almoſt every veſſel had been 


in ſight of the promiſed ſhore ; but the life of the ex- 
edition was abſent, and. the 3 of action was waſted 
in uſeleſs eee In the mean time, Hoche's 

fr igate, after having been purſued by tho Engliſh, 
reached the coaſt of Ireland, where he himſelf expected 


to have found the fleet waiting for him. But he learnt 
with bitter regret the diſorder and ſeparation that 


ſtorms and bad counſels had occaſioned. Had any part 


of the armament remained off the coaſt or landed, he 


would have attempted a Republican la Vendee in Ire- 
land at the moſt imminent perſonal hazard; but totally 
without means of making an impreſſion, he found 


himſelf. obliged to direct has: courte homewards, and 


forego the flattering expectations he had formed, with 


a keenneſs of diſappointment, and an exacerbation of | 


ſpirit which he had never before experiences. 
New dangers, i in addition, to the ſtorm, awaited the 


return of la Fraternite.. She was chaſed by two vel- . 
ſels of the enemy, but eluded the purſuit under cover 


of the night. The next morning at day-break, the 


crew were : ſurpr iſed to find themſelves in the midſt of 
the Engliſh fleet. Arrangements were immediately 


made for ſinking the Republican flag, the manifeſtos, 


the papers of every kind. But the wind became ſo 
high, and the ſea 1o rough, that the Englith, intent 
5 only on ſelf- preſervation, *careleſsly ſuffered the Fra- 
kernite to. pals as one of their own frigates ; ſhe con- 
tinued her courſe till: the evening, and then ſteered for | 


the coaſt of France. 


The Fraternite came. to anchor off —_ iſle af Rhe, | 


_ the midit of a dark and boiſterous night. Impatient 


to reach the oppolite ſhore, Hoche embarked in one 


of the frigate's boats, accompanied by his friend 


Citizen Shee, ; The officer OE to. conduct 


them 
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them was totally unacquainted with that part of the 
coaſt; and after wandering four hours in the moſt 
frightful uncertainty, the boat ſuddenly ſtruck upon a 
low rocky point. The crew immediately leaped over 
board, and gained the land in ſafety. Shee, who was 
at the moment attacked by a ſevere fit of the gout, _ 
which deprived him of all motion, begged that Hoche - 
would follow their example, and leave himſelf to his 
fate. No,” replied Hoche warmly, we have 
_ * {worn that death only ſhould {eparate us, and nothing 
„ but death ſhall force me to quit you.“ Hoche took 
him upon his ſhoulCers, and carried him to a miller's _ 
houſe at a little diſtance, where they paſſed the night 
upon ſbmnb fr rtr. ont ne 
It would not be eaſy to deſcribe the feelings of Hoche 
on his return from ſo unfortunate an expedition. But 
the hope of ſpeedily renewing the attempt ſupported 
his ſpirits ; he haſtened to Paris, to lament the paſt, 
and to plan for the future with his friend Truguet, 
miniſter of marine. The Directory,“ ſaid he, has 
appointed me to the command of the army of the 
Sambre and Meuſe; that army is diſorganized ; but 
„ as I know the elements of which it is compoſed, I 
„ ſhall be able to reſtore it to harmony; in the mean 
4 time, do you refit the navy as expeditioufly as poſ- * 
„ ſible; write to me when your arrangements are 
* completed; I will then ſolicit to be ſuperſeded in the 
4 command in which I can be of leaſt uſe, and will 
quit the banks of the Rhine for the ſea coaſt.” _ 
It was under two diſtin&t-charafters, the admini- 
ſtrative and the military, that Hoche was to appear in 
the army of the Sambre and Meuſe. This army had 
not been fo difaſtrouſly circumſtanced in the campaign 
of the year 4, as malevolence had repreſented it to 


have been; but the alteration in its interior arrange: 


ments had been very remarkable. Deprived of its 
leader Jourdan, of Kleber and Bernadottee, it had re- 


* 


— 


general adminiſtration. Qur hero, however, already 
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da; in a ſtate of ination; more inglorious than the 


xeverſes- it had fuſtained 3 and the reparation of the 


difadvantages which had achured in that interval was 


not the leaſt difficult office with which this true Re- 


publican had been entruſted. The army would long 
ago have fallen into anarchy, and a tatal confuſion 


would have taken place, had there not been ſuch men 


as Championnet, Lefevre and Grenier, who were ſtill 
attached to the ſtaff. The firſt object of Hoche, on his 
arrival, was to ſecond the endeavours of theſe ſincere 
patriots, by meliorating the condition of the common 
Ioldiers; but he knew \thax the eye of diſcipline and 


reform on their ſuperiors was neceſſary to the ſucceſs 


of this benevolent | purpoſe. He limited the ex- 
and the oſtentation of the officers; and 


thus ſecured the decent and regular behaviour of the 


men under their command. But he had ſtill a more 
Kifficult duty to perform. The Directory, on the re- 

t of two commiſſaries of the firſt character (Hoftz 
= Poiffant), had determined to adopt. a new ſyſtem 


With relation to the conquered countries; namely, to 


Songentrate the intereſts of the people and the army 
In the lame bands, and thus to improve the fituation of 
both; and to attain this end, they inveſted Hoche with 


entruſted with the care of a great army, knew not 
how to ſind leiſure for the government of an extenſive 
country, the euſtoms of which were varying at every 
ſtep. He therefore organized a central commiſſion of 


- five-members, to which all civil concerns were to be 


referred, which was no ſooper eſtabliſhed than its fa- 
_ tatary.effets were felt in every quarter. 


But it is now time to turn our attention to pron 


operations. Having in leſs than two. months prepared 
all his arrangements for opening the campaign, 
he paid a, viſit 40 all his ſtaff officers, to 

"them: eis, reſpegive. departments * ſervice. He 


2 digt 6 _ enter- 
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| ene ets igel expectations from 18 avowed 


attachment to the republic, and their: affectionate 


friendſhip for himſelf; nor were his hopes from the 
ſeldiers under the command: leſs confident”; | 5 Nee 
was there,” | faid Hoche to his generals, „ finer{ 
braver, or better diſciplined army than that "of the 
« Suambre and Meuſe: a general ought to be proud of 
bo; having the command of ſuch an army, becauſe with 
it he is ſure of ſoon commanding the armies of the 


enemy.“ Of the impreſſion which the decifive chu 


rafter of Tloche made upon that enemy, the follow in 


paſſage from an intercepted letter from Mallet du Pang | 


18 4 ng teſtimony: & As to the campaign on the ſide 
of Germany, the French government places its f 
4 eſſential reliance upon general Hoche, 'who com 


4 mands the army of the Jambre and Meiſe: Ties 


4 officer, formerly a ſerjeant in the Garde s. Francs 1998 
ae fanatical, 3 enterpriſing) 1 dilig 


- Hothe* 8 Ie was to oa the Naht at iche bägge 
oh Neuwied on the 29th Germinal On the 23 
he had notified to the enemy the ceſſation of the 


miſtice. The Auſtrians artfully" announced to'the 
French general a frefle" fatp penſton, concluded in 


Italy, and requeſted him to la hoſtilities till the 
official accounts ſhould arrive. But iHoche'pleaded the 


orders of his Government; and i in Vais diſpatch to the 


Directory öbſerved, Whatever nn be your deck 
*/fion, L think it my duty ko repre; ent to you, due 
& the army being 8650 ſtrong, F an carry 70,009 5 


% at once to the banks of the Dis be, and conſtrain 


we? the enemy to an honourable peace. On the 27th 


the left wing of the army took a poſition oppoſite 
Cologn, and on the next day paſſed" the bor Vf The 
reſt of the army, . ſtationed in the ne: «og; 
Andernach, was ready to paſs the 18 


l s 


ne. In che N 
night a meſſenger arrived from. the Avfirian general, SEPT 


= Kray, 
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Kray, 1 the approach of an officer, charged 


to treat for a ceſſation. The night elapſed, but = 


officer did not arrive. On the 20th at three in 
morning, the advanced guard, commanded: by Lefe- 
vre, Fa the bridge of Neuwied, and formed in the 
plain. The army followed. Hoche was employed 
in marſhalling the troops, when general Kray lent to 
"aſk if he would meet the officer whom he had an- 
% nounced at Neuwied? The requeſt was granted; 
but the mode of adjuſtment being diſputed, the nego- 
ciation ended. The principal French officers” had: 
ſcarcely time to repair to their poſts; before a general 


are commenced on the part of the enemy, and this 


denouement of the conference confirmed the ſuſs 
picion of Auſtrian treachery. But the ſurprize of this 
attack was in the end of little avail to the Auſtrians; 

Hoche, after ſome preparatory manoeuvres, ordered 4 


charge with the bayonet, and the route was as com- 


plete as the purſuit was unrelenting, At this mo- 
ment, while his orders were executed with the rapidity 

of lightning, Hoche was iſſuing them with the calm- 
nels of philoſophy in the midſt of danger and carnage: 
That the word of command may be well obeyed,” 
ſaid he, it ſhould be propetly comprehended. Do 


vou underſtand me! Repeat the ſubſtance of what 
„ have been ſaying.” If the officer had miſcon- 


ceived any particular, he repeated the inſtructions 
without teſtifying the leaſt impatience. But the mo- 
ment they were completely underſtood, he would 
exclaim with the moſt impatient eagerneſs, ** ſet off, 


run, fly; then taking up his perſpective, he traced - 
the execution of his orders with the minuteſt- atten« 


" * 


A fact occurred in the courſe of this action, which 


— 


it would be unpardonable to omit, as it is highly 


illuſtrati ve of the affectionate admiration in which he 
was held by his army, and the enthuſiaſtic valour to 


0 
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Which the '0bſcu reſt individuals were rouſed by. hie 
exam W 
A Aer, hoſt's arm bad bann ſhatter wy a ſhell 
kom a howi itzer, was on his way to the hoſpital in 
rear of the army. In paſſing the bridge of Neuwied 
he was met by ſeveral of his comrades, who began to 
commiſerate his ſufferings. . ** Po! Po!” Said he, 
with the moſt chearful indifference, de this is nothing 
at all, = go on my friends all is well, — we have 
e at our head a bole b——r who fights like 4 mad 
„ man.“ Proud of the wound which he had re- 
ceived under the eyes of Hoche, he experienced no 
other regret, than it had obliged him to retire from 
the field. | 

After this Jaftat, Hoche had put himſelf at n 
Head of the light troops, that he might not be deceiv- 
ed as to the courſe the enemy might take. Neat 
Dierdorff, he found an Auſtrian corps de reſerve, 
much ſuperior to his own force. He was therefore 
| obliged to wait in a wood, where he was expoſed to 

great dangers, for the arrival of his infantry And ar- 
| tillery ; but in the end he made himſelf maſter of the 


ſpot, and the army took poſſeſſion of Montabour, 
| Dierdorff, and Altenkir chen. 310 55 


Thus terminated the battle of Neuwied which coſt 
the Auſtrians at leaſt a thouſand killed, eight thouſand 
priſoners, twenty-ſeven pieces of cannon, loves ſtand- 
ards, five hundred horſes, and an immenſe quantity of 
baggage and warlike ſtores of all kinds. 

At the cloſe of this memorable day our hero's con- 
viviality, in ſpite of his fatigues, was as animating as 
his temperance was exemplary. When preſſed to 
N wry 40 Who will dare be Irregular,” ”* ſaid he, 
e jf I am temperate? On the contrary, every cor- 
<. poral will feel himſelf intitled to gratify his licen- 
* tous appetite; if I am known to give a looſe to m 

MO own GX the” n of Ts cg WINK 9 
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- 


cbeerfulneſs had been intended to encourage new 
exertions, he fell ſuddenly into a fit of penſiveneſs j 
and the company were much ſurprized to ſee him 
ſtart from table: G0 on with your ſupper,” ſaid 
he“ my buſineſs is to provide you a dinner to- 
% morrow. — He went to 9 retirement to Agel 
| new. plans. 

Inn his difparches, be: was ted to ſpeak 
: largely as to the merits of his officers, though he 
touched but lightly on his own individual exertions. 
bulletin of the engagement juſt related, con- 
do his uſual practice, he had ſpoken rather 
vaguely 
* army has taken ſeven ſtandards.” General Le- 
fevre wrote to him with a delicate ſimiplicity, I 
4c took ſeven, ſo that in all there are fourteen.” . No, 
* my friend,” replied Hoche, there are only ſe- 
, ven ſtandards, and there is but one Lefevre,” ? 
As the ſubſequent brilliant operations of the pre- 


| ſent campaign afford nothing intereſting to the read- 


er who examines into the philoſophy of character, 


we ſhall only add that the army Was purſuing its 


ſueceſsful career to the extinction of the Auſtrians, 
when an expreſs arrived from general Berthier, an- 
nouncing the Italian armiſtice, and inviting Hoche 
to drop hoſtilities. Nothing could be fo honourable 
to the victors in the meridian of their triumphs as 

the joy-with which this intelligence was received. 

_ "Hoche, in his reply to Berthier, ſays with incompa- 
PLS Table modeſty, © We ſhall never forget that we owe 
ce 4 its invaluable conſequences to the efforts 
z $6 of the Italian generals and army.“ 


On the ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, Hoche- 8 action 


was again directed towards Ireland. He therefore 
: quitted the Rhine, and went to Holland to ſe- 


_. -yeute the co-operation , of the Dutch fleet; from 
thence he Ae to Paris to receive instructions 
. the 8 then back to * Where 
he 


- 
* 
— 


of the capture of ſeven ſtandards. — The 
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he embodied a corps, whick was to march to Breſt. 
Even money, the great impediment to the ſucceſs of : 
the French, was procured by the economy of Hoche 1 
and the exertions of Truguet. '' Now, therefore, there 
was but one hope for the enemies of the Republic, 
This was: to. ſet the Royaliſts of Paris to vociferate 
againſt the march of the above-mentioned" troops to 
Breſt as by their near approach to the capital tendigg. 
Ito overawe the National Repreſentation! On the. 
ä arrival of Hoche at Paris, which' he viſitec in his, 
| way to Breſt, Whither his tevies' for the” expedition, 
againſt / Ireland were bound, the Directorx, in "thi! | 
* | preſent important conjuncture; fixed pon "'Heckle,, 
and appointed him Miniſter at War. Carnot, whoſe 
hypocriſy had procured him the charagter of wiflom. 
> |. andiwhoſe only genuine ſentiment” was hatred of Re- 5 5 
; publicans, diſcovered the krue character of Hoche, 
and determined to make him the firſt ſacrifice. The 
: proper parts were diſtributed to the. Counker evo = | 
I tiorriſts, according to their different talents 3 — 7 5 
N A ous declamatioh; uired into the à ith 
& = the Direstof Barras, and an ot Be 6 WII 450 "2g 
; ther argued againft entruſting the Governthent With. 8 
the application of the public money 3 ahether has A 
N rangued on the inſidious topic af the mart of cher 1 
; troops. Thus did the Royaliſt faction get peel N 
: of tlie Legiſtative Body. But the Republicans, thqugh | 9 
Ware of tbeir danger, were not diſcouraged, but * 
? conſpired” againſt Conſpiracy. At the moment of” 
: lh in Hoe che met with the Repreſentative of the - 
p People Marbebe: Their * concurring opittions introo- 
duced them to each other. Marbet aſked Hoche, © 
bf he would contribute to the triumph of the Re- 
public 5 Hoche replied, „I depend on ſome men 
4 of ſpirit like yourſelf in the Legiſlature,” and on the - 
x three Directors who are with us; but I wiſh tag _ | 
| | Fe EW " "= | 


— 
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e urge the neceſſity of prompt exertion : Louis the 


„ XVIIIth will be on the throne in a. fortnight; if 


ive do not ſtrike at once. The regiments which 
were deſtined for Ireland are fortunately at the: diſ- 
et poſal of the Directory, and if they receive orders, 


they Will be in Paris the day after to- mor row. 


*, Are,you ſure; of your. men, and that your officers, 
4. Will not be alarmed, at the ee of; a mounte- 
©: bank) repreſentation, Will they incur the danger. 


of the. ſeaffold. for tho ext ion Sf yohr order sid. 


Ei 


em {ecure! of Hels and my ſoſdiers, replied- 
Hoachs:: „they will zeſpg&-the Legiſlature, while: it: | 
#*$-onithe fade pt Hbeftvnf but a Legiſlature, which-is) 
nat democratic, with nen carry thelatmyyyc ba: 
At was not, however, without a jeverefſtruggle with 

elf, and until he, thought all other remedies im- 


a 


Military Spree. Ibere was nothing which he ſo 


d tybjugated; the tribes. of Gaul and Germanx, 


0 of Roar 
x. the ſame ſolſliers wih had conquered at: 


enperiencing its influence, by ins 


on 


: 


. 
nab * * * 
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The three Directors Who rallied. on the adde of the i 4 


Republic, were Barras, Rewbell, and La Reveilliere» 
Lepaux; but it was Barras with whom Hoche cans 


ſulted moſt confidentially on the ſubject of the immpend⸗ 


ing conſpiracy. The Meaſures, Which actually took 


place on the? 18th Fructidor, were eonerrted intthe 


conferences between theſe two men; what mię ght have 


been done, had the conſpirators reſiſted, 


remains 
er in the tomb of TROM and the breaſt of Bar- 


n 140411 Dita * Ta ef 64 25 1981 el Ot atrio WOO | 


1 had quitted th b of bis glory in the 


army, to participate in the dangers af the interior ad- 
miniſtratiom s his reward Was the hatred of ſbme] the 
ccolneſs of others, and the unfounded apprehenſionz 


of all. Carnot obſerved the good underſtanding be- 


tween the three Directors and the Miniſter at War, 


and therefore denounced the: latter ita his inveterats : 


enemy Pichegru; Hoche would have ſtqod his ground, 


had perſogal danger been his only motive for appte- 


W $ buf, her knew; that in his own defeat; the 


| downfal of the Republic would be involyed, and theres 
fore he quitted Paris for the army, to bllaythe fears 
of the well intentioned, and to repel —— 


the diſafeQcd ; cleaving to Barras and his 


the turbulent could be tranquillized, and ile 
ol the eſtabliſhed: government be peaccabb ot 
Wed: % tor Sf: + riding n — fl 


At this time the general viſited his imnily r Metz 1 


the execution of the intended plan, N * of : 


” in —— time, — — armounced to the | 


Amy, that their general, preferring) the ſociety of his a | 


comrades tod the — — was about to 


return; and the intclligence was received with the moſt 
vely: demonſtrations of Joy. But on ori his: appearancẽ 
uartete a viſible alteration in his perſon and 
miinner was 
15 We 15 had brought his: wife! ad Rb with him, 
as 


it-head- 


perceived. Contrary to his ufual cuſ- 


1 


1 8 
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as if he was flying from his perſecutors, and hitiging ; 
to thoſe! few 'eonnexions'which'rembined faithful to 
him. Thel tide” of unpopularity, except in his own | 


army; had iſet in againſt him; and it affected his liealth 
and ſpirits for this reaſon ſolely, that it precluded 
him from ſerving the public according to his wiſhes. 


- His babit of body became thin and waſted; his com- 
plexion: cadawerous; he bad a dry and inceſfant! eough, 


and! a difficulty of breathing, which were alarming 


_ tymptoms to his friends, though they! did not . 


Lad immediate danger. 2 1 233 


ln che mean Nine his“ bodily 8 were in- 


ereaſed by the uneaſineſs of his mind, at ſeeing the 
| progreſs of the Royaliſts, in the ſpeeches of Dumotard, 


Bourdon de lOiſc, and Troncon Ducoudray, in the 
preſidency of Dupont de Nemours, and in the revived 
Oommiffion of Inſpection, conſiſting of Pichegru. 5 
Vaubkandg Thibaudeau, Emery, Delame, Rovier. 


The impeachment or the ground of the too near ap- 
proach oß theo military was ſtil} agitated, and a Tri- 
bunat was. beginning to be formed, of which Thibau- 
daau pfopoſed che organization. Hoche took infinite 


E torefute theſe finiſter imputations, not from thꝰ 
perfonal/ 3 that he felt in them, but becauſe he 


was feckügly alive to che perilous ſituatiom of => 
eanfe; 5) — altk ſuffered in an ihereaſed de 


Di 10 buſinefsg and the;adxidas/fate of his . 


mind; but on the anniverſary of the 1oth of Aw 


b 
be leder tor have rEcœered his uſual tone. He de- 


hvered at pat rioticrl and eloquent addreſs to the 


army, and preſided at the entertainment given on the 75 


occnſiafr. He and theriotheficofficers gave toaſts, ex 
ng! the. moſt elevated entimentsi of Liberty an 


| Militarganthbfiafn;:{ The: laſt toaſt Vs / given 3 


Genen af Brigade Bonaparte! May he 

Hocheahtermnipted him Buonaparte!! Short ii his 
. fame incdudeerery thing 21 3 e HEtN 92 3 6.6) | 
* | * 
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The tütid of Hoche was ſo entirely empleyed on 
gy probable iſſue of affairs at Paris, othat butt 
the — ſtate of his bodily ſtrength would: have 
prevented him from repairing to the capital. He, hows 
ever, ſent his confidential friend, Cherin, with: diſpatches 
of advice to the Directory, and Chem Was *PPPEUINg 
to the command of their guards. 12 
The fatigue which he under went, ;nitking all 5 
parts of his army, and detaching choſen bands into the 
interior, to ſecure the refult of the momentous; exiſts 
which was then impending, exaſperated his <ilentes 
to a degree that was no longer tolerable, His tem 
| became extremely irritable ;_ he conſulted every one 
upon the means of recovery, but he followed the ad- 
vice of none. In vain did his phyſicians repreſent the 
indiſpenſible neceffity of repoſe, and urge him to un- 
bend his mind from the cares and buſtle of a camp, in 
the midſt of his family at Metz. The army, 2 
plied he, . is my element; and inactivity is to me a 
K roak torment. 1 am. convinced that the only effect 
of removing from the head quarters would be to in- 
«© creaſe my illneſs. I could not refide at Metz but 
+ in a ſtate of the moſt racking anxiety; and I ſhould 
be obliged to diſpatch two or three chers d-day: 
4 to bring me intelligence abſolutely, neceſſary to my 
e exiſtence—if I ſhould go two thouſand: leagues offs | 
the Republic would ſtill follow me.“ | 
At length, at ſive in the morning of the 21ſt frat 
dor, a courier arrived with the news of the 18th. 
Hoche inſtantly threw himſelf out of bed, and flew © 
to communicate the glad tidings to the officers 
of his ſtaff. Vive la Republique, exclaimed he, 
« come and rejoice with me, my friends; the Repub- 
& lic has triumphed, and the traitors are no more.“ 
Hoche s phyſician entered his room, juſt as he was 
reading the diſpatches to a crowded auditory. Doc- 
2 2 607 | ces. Hoche eres «1 do not want you any 
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A core my dough is cured, and here is the remedy.” 
But it apprared'to. be the aggravation : for he inſtantly 
turned pale, the muſcles of his face ſeemed relaxed, 
and's general” tremor overpowered him. Yet his ill- 


neſs did hot! interfere for:a moment with his zeal for 


che public welfare. He diſtributed the particulars and 


gave hitnſelf-up'to the care of ſecuring the victory of 
the 18th. In politics, as in war,” ſaid he, © it is of 
very little importance to-gain-a battle, if its ſucceſs 
ten he not ſecured by ſubſequent operations. To fleep 
roy the:fide of victory is to tempt her to fly from 


you; ſhe is à female, and exacts unremitting at- 


* tention,” IS + 


; Ep KY TEN "xy * ; * 5 | "EK: 
In order to divert his mind from buſineſs, he was 


perſuaded to go to Frankfort fair with ſome of his 
friends; and he promiſed to devote à week after his 


return to the regimen of his phyſicians, before he ſet 
out for Straſbourg, to take the command of the army 


of the Rhine.' At Frankfort he met with a German 
phyſician, who gave him a preſcription from Which he 
entertained great hopes. He thought himſelf cured, 


and returned to Wetzlar, where his family was, 4 
day beforefthe reſt of his party. But on the zoth 


Fructidor, finding himſelf worſe, he ſent for his own 


phyſician at midnight, on whoſe arrival he was ſtanding 


at an open window, leaning on one of his ſriends, and 
gaſping for breath. He recovered, however, for a 
_ ſhort interval, ſigned official papers, and gave direQtionis 


with reſpect to his troops, but he was himſelf ſenſible 
that the hand of death was on him; and his friends 


were not without ſuſpicions, to which the report of 


the ſurgeons after his death gave additional force, 


I though not certainty, that his illneſs was the effect of 
V OS 9 opt ood nt, 
Alt this important criſis of his fate, Hocke regarded 

bea.is fituation with a mien of dignified" compoſure, and 
A 


, a / 
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advanced to the barrier of human Hôpes aud fears 


with the firm ſtep of unapprehenſivè tran aillity. 


The recollection which principally ſupported Vim” in 


the review of his ' paſt mortifications, and in the — 


pea of approaching diſſolution, was the ſettlement 
of La Vendee, and the conviction that the affectiofls 


of that department had been reſtored to the Republic 


| by his own judicious and benevolent exertions. But 


the vigour of a ſound mind could not reſtote health to 
an emaciated. and perhaps corroded body; the aſth- 
matic. affection. increaſe, his countenance was con- 


_ tinually changing; a cold ſweat enſued; and a numb- 


nieſs of the extremities. Farewel, my friends, fare- 
de . wel—defire the Directory to take care of Belgium, | 


t farewel. - 0 my country! O my comrades !” = 


Face were the laſt Foray he ſpoke 6 Saen = 
| 10% ; 2611 436 He 


5 749 { 
=> * As & ages letters Zac General Nie. to the French 
Executive Directory contain ſome. particulars/ relative to Hochefs 
death, which are not mentioned by his Biographer, the tranſlator 8 
_ is no apology We oy: e them 1 in x this wy 


4 ' Ty 


baue Gelee op Dielen, add! in Chief of the Antler 
iba of the army of the Sambre and Me | 


* 
"Head Quariers at wal, Sept, 205 1 797 —s A. M. 


Ln. . Directors „ut 30 


7 The news which L have dose to dt alk aMict way fried 
do the Republic. General Hoche, whoſe health has for ſome time 


been injured by fatigue and labour, has expired in my arms after a 


eriſis of ſix hours. This unexpected loſs deprives government of 
one of its moſt zealous defenders, and leaves the army * 
Commander. Until you ſhall have given orders reſpecting his ſu 


eeſſor General Lefevre, the oldeſt General of Diviſion, will take 


the command. My pen refuſes to write any more. I mourn'for him 
as à brother and a friend; the country ought to mourkr for him as on | 


of its moſt firm ſupporters. 


| v3 2 
\, . 
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f I's - , : 
K 4 % . : .* * 

. 4 
7 5 7 % ; J 1 „ : 


4 


K © Citizen 


66 ; 3 run LIFE or 'Q 


„He died at Wetzlar at four in che morning of the 
third donn ax of the Sth! year- of the F rench 
Republic, - 

His remains were Amanat from Wetalar to 
- -Coblentz with a profuſion of funeral; honours that 
might be expected from an army who loved him al- 

moſt to ens, nor wefe: 06: nancy of Rho | 
By T e ben 9Tf 44 e * | 


995 8 Directors, i 
4 wrote you this morning in tears AY in the «hy 1 2 an Tu 
. . I could therefore give De account of the circumſtances 
-which have deprived France of General -Hoche: . SARS NEE 11 = 
_ Gifted with a. ſtrong and argent conſtitution, though with an un⸗ 
common ſenſibility of nerves, General Hoche experienced only lively 
bund ardent ſenſations. The leaſt fentiment affected him beyond ex- 
Preſfion; and the revolution . ſerved to 1 = ab g in 2 
more perfect degre. * 1 3 
[Thrown on a wide Fes: Hook e al his faculties, = fil | 
2 Vith dignity the part which he was to play. The misfortunes which 
he experienced during his impriſonment under the reign of Robeſpierre, 
the extraordinary fatigue which be underwent in pacifying the de- 
2 partment of the Weſt, the failure of the expedition againſt Ireland, 
and the dangers Which he ran by ſea; the accuſation pronounced 
againſt him from the national tribune by the late conſpirators; the 
ardour with which he attempted to overthrow them—all theſe circum- 
ſtances combined exhauſted his ſtrength, and about a month ago re- 
turned, with alarming ſyſtoms, à cold and complaint in the breaff, 
which he firſt experienced at "Breſt, and had roo much neglected. 
All the aſſiſtance of art was unav ailing to his recovery : 
For ſeven or eight days, he experienced, from time to time, fits 
of ſuffocation, which paſſed off with exceeding difficulty and uncom-— 
mon agony; the ſmalleſt motion, threw. him into one of thoſe fits. 
1 - Yeſterday about ten in the evening, after paſſing a pretty calm day, 
M and even tranſacting ſome buſineſs, his ſufferings were redoubled. A 
= - | dreadful fit. of + deprived him of the uſe of his ſenſes, and, 
after ſix hours of indeſcribable agony, he expired in my arm. 
His body will be opened to-morrow to deſtroy the report in eircu- 
lation, of his having been poiſoned. On the day after to-morrow; his 
4 y will be conveyed from Wetzlar with all due pomp, towards 
. _ Coblentz, where he will be interred by the fide of W poorer mg 
in rg ort Petersburg. n he 
1 TE Health and Reſpect, 3 
. DEBEL.LE. 
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interjacent diſtrict, leſs forward in teſtifying their for- 
row for the untimely fate of a commander. with whom 
the rights of conque!t never ſuperfeded the claims of 
humanity. The bells of every village through which 
the funeral paſſed, reſponded in ſlow and ſolemn beatz 
to the plaintiff- muſic of the eſcort. On approaching 
Braunfels, it was ſaluted with a general diſcharge of 
. artillery 3 and on entering the place it was received by 
the reigning prince at the head of his troops, who fired 
ſeveral volles over the coffin. Similar honours were 
paid to it by the Auſtrian garriſon of Ehrenbreſtein; 
the governor and his ſtaff officers joined the proceſſiol 
at the advanced poſts, and accompanied it to the edge 
of the Rhine, through-a double row of Auſtrians and 

Frenchmen, and amidſt repeated diſcharges of the 
canon of the fortreſs, which did not ceaſe firing till 

the funeral had reached the oppoſite bank, and the laſt 
ſad ſolemnities had been diſcharged by the French gar- 
riſon of Coblentz. The corpſe was depoſited in 
Fort Peterſburg, by the ſide of the gallant Marceau; 
for the removal of 9856 body from the place of its 
firſt interment, Hoche had contributed only three days 
before his own exit, the ſum of 1 200 livres. Six cypreſs 
trees, immediately planted on the ſpot, point out the 
repoſitory of their kindred aſhes to the 3 inquiring tra- 
veller of future times. 

We ſhall here introduce the diſcourſes pronounced 
by Generals Lefevre and Champioinet over the grave 
of Hoche, as they will furniſh the reader with an 
undeniable teſtimonial to his character, as it has been 
| repreſented in the preceding pages. They exhibit not 
the ſtudied panegyric of the perhaps enthuſiaſtic bio- 
grapher, but the artleſs tranſcript of the feelings. of 
men who, from their military rank, and cheir inti- 
mate intercourſe with the illuſtrious object of their re- 
gret, muſt be the beſt qualified to form a correct eſti⸗ 
mate of his and private worth. Lefevre, by a 
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few maſterly tiwches, executes a ſtriking outline; 


Championnet ſupplies the particular, features, and 
ne us with a complete r 


DISCOURSE PRONOUNCED BY GENERAL 
LEFEVRE: | 


| 


te 


% Death, whom we have never at any. time 
7 dreaded, now: preſents himſelf to our eyes in' a form 
ce truly terrible. At one ſtr oke, has he cut off n 
7 talents, and virtue. 

% My dear comrades, FHoche is no more! l Cruel 
7 deſtiny has wound off the meaſure of his days; and, 
in one inſtant; there remains to us no more of him 
4 than the recollection of his virtues, and the picture 
4 of his atchievements. Let us conſecrate this fleet- 


40 My DEAR COMRADES, | 


ing moment to pay him the laſt tribute of our pro- 


„ found afflition. Let the noiſe of the 'war-like 
e thunder, which accompanied his numerous tr iumphs 

8 inform the whole world that in him humanity has 
& Joſt an advocate, victory one of her children, the 


0 country one of her e an the republic a ſup- 


e port, * all of us- 


—A lincere friend. We 


| DISCOURSE PRONOUNCED BY GENERAL, 
| | — CHAMPIONNET. 


4. Amidſt the plaintive Nn OED are 2 SRD 


“ on every fide, may. I be permitted to raiſe my voice, 
Le“ and to conſole, b the expreſſion of our moſt pain- 


te ful regret, whe” Iuſtrious ſhade of the hero who 


Co has | ju been taken away from A 
1 Dead is that youthful warrior in whom Liberty 
6 FAY to behold one of her firmeſt Weber 5 


= 


VS SW. 1 r 


GENERAL 'HOCHE. ey 69 


„Neither youth, nor glory, nor the ardour of our 
* affection, were able to Have him from the fatal blow. 
„ Virtue, genius, talents—all have been devoured by 
relentleſs death. What have I ſaid! The truly 
great man never dies; his deſcent into the tomb, 
15 but the commencement of his immortality. 
* Borne upon the wings of his numerous triumphs, 
„e the name of Hoche. will deſcend to the moſt diſ- 
£5. tant- poſterity. It will ſpread his glory over a hun- 
* dred different regions. The plains of Weiſſemburg, 
5“ the walls of Landau, the rocks of Quiberon, the 
© banks of the Rhine, are the eternal monuments _ 
„% which will teſtify to future ages his clevated courage 
% and profound conceptions. | 
Military talents were not the only ae 
nature had diſtributed to him. An able conciliator, 
„ as well as a conſummate general, he extinguiſhed 
that horrible war, which, lighted up by fanaticiſm 
* and fewelled by the gold of our enemies, ſo long 
C deſolated our fineſt provinces, He reſtored to the 
„ country thouſands of her ſtraying children, made 
* happineſs reviſit abodes whence ſhe appeared to be 
for ever -exiled, and thus deſervedly acquired the 
* grateful appellation. of pacificator. ; 
e HFHoche devoted his whole exiſtence to the cauſe 
„of Liberty. In vain did the ſeveral factions which 
* ſucceſſively attempted to overthrow the republic, 
labour to attach him to their intereſt. Inacceſſible 
* to any other ſentiment, than that of the love of his 
country, he repulſed their offers with diſdain, and 
c feared not to deſerve their hatred. Perſecuted and 
calumniated by them, to perſecution he oppoſed an 
“ unſhaken conſtancy in his principles, and to calumny 
& his life, his actions, and the eſteem of his brother 
„ ſoldiers. But recently, during the terrible criſis 
te which menaced our conſtitution, we have ſeen him 


ff OY purſuing that line which he had traced 
5 1 out 
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% out for himſelf, aden the clamours of traitors, 
* and affording to the government an aſſiſtance which 


projects. | "1 
88g many "EW TY 1 and- eminent 
664 ſervices for the public welfare, which would ſeem 
« indeed to imply a much longer career than that of 
Lethe hero whom we deplore, have juſtly entitled him 
to the gratitude and admiration. of our remoteſt 
66 progei Ay. 5 1 1 | 
We who have wad with him, "ia many other 


< motives to augment the grief with which his pre- 


e mature fate has afflicted us. The father, rather 
« than the chief of his ſoldiers, he was incef- 


* ſantly occupied with the means of relieving their 


% Wants. Already bearing the ſeeds of | diſſolution in 
Bis boſom, and a prey to frequently unſupportable 


torments, he remained deaf to the preſſing ſolici- 
stations of his alarmed friends, and denied himſelf 


that repoſe which might have prolonged his days. 


To all the virtues. of the warrior, in him were 


s united all the eſtimable qualities of the private citi- 
ien lle vas a good huſband, a good father, =f0+ 
<< 'cere and generous friend. < 


+++. Comrades, weep—Wweep. 110 a 1 54 father, 2 | 


% was. worthy of all our affection. Intermingle your 


* tears with thoſe which friendſhip makes me ſhed 


upon his grave. You owe him the moſt ſincere la- 
1 mentation; he bore you conſtantly in his heart; he 
breathed only for you and his country, and his lateſt 


ing lips. > „1105 
- : Dopbly 8 44 i ſthe Kick, 0 01 


4 mentary day] was it not enough to have ſnatched 
85 e us one of our moſt diſtinguiſhed wartiars, the 


$5 | | = "oe FD 


< powerfully eontributnd to fruſtrate their iniquitous 


moments were conſecrated to the aſſurance of your 
happineſs. O my country, O my comrades! 
Were the laſt words which were uttered by his | 
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young and intrepid Marceau Was it neceſſary, 2 
<. \ year after; when-our hearts were {till bleeding with 
<<. that cruel wound, mercileſshy to tear them afreſh? 
«6, "by uſhering in the death of our illuſtrious! chief? 
2 « Rbventd, ſhade of a magnanimous hero! 'behold 
«. 1 profound Danske which thy loſs has 3 5 
* $< tered ati gſt us. Receive conſolation from the 
a ret which thou haſt left to us, and enjoy the 
Bens that though thou no longer liveſt, yet thou 
ſhalt not ceaſe to be uſeful to thy country. Thou 
$ haſt bequeathed to us grand examples Which we 
66 will endeavour to imitate; and if we muſt march 
be to new oombats, the enemy thall recognize the ſol- 
, diers/hO bavecbech CANO to o anguiſh u under 
ß vg] HOY TR 00D 7 
- Ot -25 „ eech C11] RY 
zuTbe tears — pegtfulip: emed from ths: eyes 
of the ſoldiers during the delivery of theſe diſcourſes, 
have communicated the bermanency of truth to the 
colouring of friendſhip. As they were about to bid 
him a final adieu, a grenadier ee from the ranks 
with an air of melancholy reſpect; and, throwin 
the grave a crown of laurel, exclaimed, -*<* Hoke! I 
preſent you with this crown in the name of the 
army.“ But a circumſtance which occurred during 
the proceſſion from Wetzlar, affords a ſtill» more af- 
fecting inſtance of the ſineerity of the general affliction. 
Dura the laſt day's march, on leaving Montaubaur, 
one of the ſoldiers fainted away. It was diſcovered 
that the poor fellow had not taſted any food for two 
days. On recovering, being preſſed to declare the 
xeaſon, of this ſingular abſtinence, he burſt into a flood 
of tears, and his only 2 85 was, * au . how. much 
bes he loved Mo een i, | 
An exemplifying A 1 e a our Ch 8 cha- : 
racter, which may have been but ſlightly touched upon 
in the Preveding — of thei nn, we ſhall begin 


011 with 


* 
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with obſerving, that this reply while it conveys ; the moſt 
exquiſite eulogium upon the deceaſed a, ſup⸗ 
plies us at the ame time with the true cauſe of that 

unbounded devotion with which he was cheriſhed' by 


Huis ſoldiers. Their attachment to Hoche did not 


originate merely in their admiration of his ſuperior ta- 


lents, nor in the common contagion of military glory; 


it- was rather a ſentiment. of gratitude for innumerable 
| inſtances of perſonal benefaction, expanding into gene- 
ral enthuftalm at the view of his uncealing ſolicitude 
to promote the happineſs of the whole: Is gain 
the affections of your ſoldiers, ſaid Hoche, you 
; « muſt adopt the ſame means, which: you employ in 
« private life if you would have them love you, 
66 you muſt ſhew that you love them.” Regulating 
his conduct by this maxim, he thought it was im- 
poſſible to be too attentive to the means of conciliating 
their friendſhip. | He fared, in every refpeR, as they 
did; he under went the ſame fatigues and ſuffered 
the fame eee his generoſity towards them was 
boundleſs; his purſe was common to all; and to relieve 
their neceſſities, he was e knownto leave Him- 
felf deſtitute. 
There were not wanting men Who regarded this 
noble exerciſe of liberality as an unjuſtifiable p rofuſion; 


and who often reminded him of the opportunity which” 


his fituation, improved by the rules 505 ordinary pru- 
dence, afforded of pecuniary aggrand zement. But 


=o good humoured repulſes of Tach 2 admoniſhments, 


ave. additional proofs of the benigvity of his di 
fition, and convinced their authors how hopeleſs were 
the taſk to infuſe a paffion for riches into a mind actu- 
ated by a love of ral glory. © Vou might have been 

„ worth two hundred thouſand Aivres more, obſerved 


one of his relations, “ if you did not thus throw of 


your money to every one that chooſes toafk for it 
I ſhould have been a — replied 
7 | : Hoche, 
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Hoche. nA million! pray where have you ſuch a 
de ſum ?“ „ In the purſes, of my friends, anſwered 


he, where I ſhould find it this very moment, had I 


_ %. gecafion to make a collection Smong tam”... 


I be effect of this unexampled benefigence upon the 


minds of his ſoldiers was viſible in every operation in 


which he engaged: The moſt powerful of all deſires, 


chat of ſelf preſervation, loſt its wonted influence when 
it came in competition with the execution of his 


orders; and, conducted by Hoche, there was no en- 


terpriſe, however arduous, upon which they would 
not venture with willing zeal, and with the fulleſt aſ- 
ſurance of ſucceſs, They were unwearied with fa- 


tigue, becauſe he. was indefatigable; they found it no 


longer difficult to practiſe the leſſons of temperance ; 


for even the auſterities of his character acquired a 
charm in their eyes; and all were proud to imitate the 
example of their chief. A wiſe government will cer- 
tainly always view with extreme jealouſy ſo intumate a 


Connexion between the ſoldier and his general. But 
in the hands of Hoche there was no danger that this 
aſcendency would be otherwiſe employed than againſt 


the enemies of his country : His empire. was that of 


virtue itſelf ; it was alike honoutable to him who ſubs 


mitted to it, and to him who exerciſed it; ._ 


HFHoche was no leſs diſtinguithed for his incorruptible | 


integrity than for his unbounded generoſity, His purſe 
was always open to the calls of humanity and friend- 


hip; and he was incapable of cis repl _— 
diſintereſted. 


by diſhonourable means. Emulating the diſi 
neſs of ancient virtue, he thought that no manly ſenti- 


ment could exiſt where probity was wanting. Liberal. 

perhaps, to exceſs of his own, he regarded the'publis 

money.,as a ſacred depoſit, to be appropriated, only o 
the public ſervice. z and, after providing for the com- 


* 
4 


fortable fubbitence of his Loldiers, 


o 
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3, Bis principal care 
Ia ee | 


7 
| | 
' 


Was how to effect the echt Ut kis piojedts with || 
che Jeaſt expence to the national treaſury. _m_— 
It is not at all ſurpriſing, therefore, that the ap- N 
pointment of H6the to the office of Miniſter at War 
Ahould have excited the alarm of the whole hoſt of 
eotitractors, commiſſaries and adminiſtrators, who had 
too long been permitted, by embezzling the public funds 
and devouring the ſubſiſtence of the oldier, to amaſs 
princely fortunes, which they expended i in ſcenes of 
Auxuridus voluptuouſneſs unſurpaſſed even in the moſt. 
_difſolute period of Roman hiſtory, Every engine that 
could influence the minds of the intereſted, or rouſe the 
pprehenſions of the weak, was employed to counter- 
ac his vaſt projects of military. economy; and he found 
Himſelf compelled to retire in diſguſt, from a ſituation 
in Which he could not continue with Compiaency * to | 
Himſelf, nor advantage to his country. | 
In a letter which he wrote about this time to 
Mr. Welch, a merchant at Frankfort, we find the fol- 
lowing curious paſſage upon this ſubject : Ever fince 
«< have aſſerted that the ſervice of all the armies 
10 miglit be performed with twelve millions a month, 0 
& and that at prefent to conclude a contract, is nothing 
«'e]{e than empowering the contractor to ſhare in the 
« plunder of the public treaſure, a ſwarm of blood 
ce. Reekers have conſpired in complete chorus againſt 
* mne. You have 585 the effect of their manoeuvres. 
One of them talking to mn elf. but without know- 
« ing me, faid fimpl "enough # we hope this vile ari- 
* e ſtocratic economiſt will 100 g0 to join Marceau in 
[ the other world.“ You muſt; imagine that T laughed 
4 very heartily at this ſtrange addreſs ; 4 . teimpora'! © 


— — 


05 . | 
Such was the dep aorable FURY 'of the Re epnblic . 

before the epoch Wt the 18th Fructidor. All admitted | 

that virtue Was the appropriate batis of republican go- 

{ but feu e Willing to adopt the * | 


— 


= ple as a W rule of conduct. The gangrene of 
corruption overſpread every part of the body politic; 
and thoſe who ought to have been the firſt to admiini- 
ſter a remedy were the moſt zealous to exaſperate the 
diſeaſe. The depravation of the public mind was in 
fact the fulcrum upon which the directorial and legt 
| Native confpirators had moſt conſidently planted their 
lever for the re-edification of the former ſyſtem. 
They knew that if they were ſucceſsful in reviving in 


the er the love of their former habits, that of the 


overnment under which they moſt flouriſhed would 
ſoon follow ; the republic would be reduced to a mere 
nominal exiſtence, ready to be innen on the _ 
aſſault. 

With this view, therefore, 1 no leſs eli that of has 
immediate embarraſſment of the finances of the Re- 
public, a ſpirit of unbounded venality, was every where 
encouraged;.the moſt ſcandalous abuſes in every depart» 
ment of the public ſervice were connived at; and thoſe 
who had enriched themſelves by defrauding their 
country, were ſuffered to expend, with inſolent im- 
punity, the accumulated gains of their peculation in 
contaminating its morals. Every generous ſentiment 
of our nature ſeemed exploded; poverty was reckoned 


a diſg race; and integrity, being conſidered an unſuf- 


| ferable offence againſt the profligate faſhion of the 
times, was perſecuted with relentleſs malignity. Mo- 
rality being thus deprived of that conſideration which 
forms one of its ſtrongeſt ſupports, conſcience alone 
was: found but a feeble preſervative from the contagion 
of example. The hideouſneſs of vice N ta 
vaniſh as her preſence became familiar; the veil of 


outward decency, under which men uſually diſguiſe the 


noviciate of their approaches to her, 'was now throw 
aſide; and to deſert the barren path of virtue for that 
which led to fortune and ! no Im ie, 
the fog: of an excuſe. IO 
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1 Rat turmin with diſguſt from this is unſightly 


is mind of the philanthropiſt will dwelt” . Jolichs | 


and admiration on the character of that hero, Who 


3 regardleſs of the allurements of wealth or pleaſure, and 


the frowns or ſmiles of contending factions, exhibited 


through the whole of his ſhort carreer, a practical aſ- 


I ſertion of the dignity of human nature againſt the 
Sack af depravity which ſurrounded him. The con- 


uct of Hoche, unlike that of many of the leading men 


in the Republic, was not a parody, but a rigorous. com- 
ment upon his profeſſions. Amidſt the affluence of 
treaſure, which the latitude of his different commands 
placed entirely at his diſpoſal, it was his glory to have 
preſerved the purity of his mind unſullied, and to have 
perſevered in the virtuous poverty of his anceſtors. 
With him integrity acquired the permanency of habit 


at ſo early a period that reſiſtance to temptation never 


occaſioned even a ſtruggle in his breaſt; he ſeemed to 
act rather from an inſtinct of conſcience than a re- 
flection of duty. We have already ſeen that he valued 
money only as an inſtrument of beneſicence; and, as 
his liberality equalled his diſintereſtedneſs, fo far was 
he from having amaſſed any private treaſure, that av 
his death, his aged and infirm father,' whom he had all 
along ſupported, but for the annuity decreed him by 


the gratitude of the legiſlative body, would have been 


| Configned to a ſtate of total indigence. 
I The fatisfaction which the biographer feels in em- 


bening the poverty of Hoche, cannot ſurpaſs the 
manly pride with which himſelf frequently recounted 


iner inſtances of it. 


At the time of his ſetting out an Paris, aſhes ahi dil. 


eovery of Dumourier's treaſon, he entruſted to the 
care of one of his friends a ſmall trunk, which con- 


tained all he had in the world. On his return to 
Dunkirk, he was informed, that his trunk had been 
8 Rolen ; - and, mall + as his ſtock had — he now 


a 1 05 8 | found 
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| ; Fen blinſelf redubed to the ſuit which * had on bis 


* 

t perſon. The intelligence, however, did not give him 
0 4 moment's uneaſineſs; on the contrary, he cheered 
1 himſelf with the reflection that the wardrobe of the 
{ Conqueror of Leuctra and Mantinea had not been 
E, 

* 

f 

8 

© 
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better furniſhed than his own, Hoche uſed often to 
repeat this ſtory ; but his delicacy prevented him from 
ſtating, that not only did he require no compenſation 
from the depoſitary, but, the firſt conſiderable ſum 
he was able to fpare, was generouſly tranſmitted to the 
latter to relieve thoſe loſſes which he had ſuffered i in his 
5 own effects at the ſame time. Ph Fett 
Fear from wiſhing to forget the lowneſs of his origin, 
Hoche always dwelt with ſatisfaction upon the time 
which preceded his military progreſs. He fill pre- 
ſerved the moſt tender attachment for the kind 28 
Who had taken care of his early years, and at the very 
height of his grandeur, he took a pride in introducing 
her to his friends. At the time of his laſt journey to 
Paris, he brought a party of them to ſee her, in a 
ſmall ſhop which ſhe kept in the market place of Ver- 
ſailles, where he faluted her, with ſuch a tranſport of 
gratitude and affection, that the tears ſtarted from his 
eyes. In fact, the inceſſant contemplation of the 
point whence he had ſet out, ſeemed to ſupply him 
with freſh vigour and animation in his courſe of aer 
vor ſucceſsful enterpriſe. 
The pleaſure which he felt in reſtting from ob- 
er thoſe in whom he perceived ſymptoms of talent, 
Was no leſs vivid than that with Which he retraced the x 
_ fortunate gradations of his own life. To introduce 
5 ſuch men to public notice, he regarded as a duty of 
> Tatitude towards the principles of that revolution to 
which he owed his own elevation; and while he aſſert - 
> || ed the cauſe of hidden merit againſt the injuſtice of ß 
|  |F fortune, he was always careful to convert it to the be- Dt 
I | Wear of his 9 
| We | 
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We have already remarked ſeveral inſtanees of this 


 Giſpoftion: in ſelecting for military preferment many 
of thoſe whom the republic; at preſent ranks. among its 
ableſt generals. We ſhall only add one more. In 

paſſing rok Bouzonville in Niuoſe, of the year * 
| be had an accidental interview with Auguſtus Mermet, 


Ne a captain of huſſars. He inſtantly appointed him 


his own aid-de- camp. This engaging young man has 
fince riſen to the rank of general of brigade ; and of 
all who enjoyed the patronage of Hoche, none has done 
Gael juſtice to his cines either in pon of talent or 
elity. 
-iN 9 had eminently g fed him with, that. exquiſite 
ae of penetration which diſcerns merit under its 


obſcureſt di guiſe and moſt unpromiſing appearances. 


Hoche indeed was nat ignorant that to improve this ta- 


Jent to the degree of perfection neceſſary for governing 


mankind,” and aſſigning to each of them his proper 
ſphere of action, was a work of much time and un- 

remitting obſervation of character. But no circum- 
ſtance either of tediouſneſs or difficulty could diſcourage 
him in the purſuit of any rp ee be Was 
deliroum to poſſeſs. Fett t 5 

Wie have obſerved, that he: Was oath; even to 


frequent repetition, in explaining his own ſentiments: 


he wWas no leſs patiently attentive to thoſe of others. 
The art of liſtening was held of ſo much importance 
bya ſage writer: of antiquity, that he diſdained not to 


occupy complete; treatiſe in deſcribing its advantages. 


Hochexery probably never read this excellent manual; 
but en the leſs ſenſihle of the value of its ſub- 


ject; and the correctneſs of his own judgment ſupplied 
him With me: leſſons Mgidrpmneyples, which it incul- 3 


eates. SH 3109 ts: Heims 15% i he 1 Hainer 
3 1 upon ay t of aQion,, ven- 
7 fully confulted every perfor tram wWhom he could ex- 
E {: pol any men. Toe one „ renguina 
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| dae indeed, have been dilguſting in the extreme; 
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apprehengon, 4 formal: and lengthened” diſtuſſtom, 


« but, ” to uſe his own' words, 46 the irkſomeneſs of 
2 trifling- details muſt be borne with from time to 
on account of the flaſhes of light, which occafion- 


6 ally break from them.“ On fuch occaſions ' he 


would even deſcend to all the familiarities of conver- 


ſation. His ſerious air became affable and free; his 


vity inſenſibly ſoftened ; and, quitting the triple 
8 of cirumſpection, with Wicht he Was uſually 
fortified, he ſuffered the native kindneſs of his heart to 
become manifeſt on his lips. The ſmile which his 


countenance then aſſumed, attracted confidence, and 


confidence naturally led to the diſcloſure of circum- 
ſtances which the perſon corwerſing with him intended 


| at firſt to conceal. In fact, the apparent -coldneſs of 
his manner had as much inne in this reſpect, as 


could have ariſen from the moſt ſtudied artifice. 
Striking the beholder at firſt ſight with awe, it ſoon. 
became the inſtrument of a complete aſcendency over 


bim; and the leaſt approach to familiarity on the part 


of Hothe: was then confidered as an uncommon” conde« 
ſcenſion, and felt as a real obligation. Thus did that 
habit 'of reſerve which he had adopted at ſo early a 
riod, become, even without his own ry tm his A 
{t policy. 4 | | 
Not but that this dene Was occaſionally counter- 
ated by 'the ardency of his temper. He had ſuffi 
ciently practiſed on himſelf to be able to ſuppreſs its 
firſt emotions. But the ſhock which it gave.” to his 
frartie; diſcovered the ſevere ſtruggle Which he ex- 
perienced in the attempt; and the impreſſion of con- 
ſtraint was ſometimes ſo viſible in every feature, às to 
betray thoſe feelings of which! His immedrate eren 
ea the ebncedlme nt. 
laying, However, ſo far bühne 4 the edge of his 5 
as to rags tolerant "with reſpect to the 
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. inſpired them, as from the ſuperiority of his talents. 
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greater part of 3 frailties; he ain AGAR bY ek: 
orable to that of cowardice. It was umpoſlible-for him 


to diſſemble his profound contempt for thoſe nerveleſs 


beings whoſe N inions of men and things always chimed 
: with b thoſe of the faction which happened to be predo- 
minant, and who abandoned their beſt friend without 


a, ſtruggle, the moment he. became the victim of 


power. The frequent inſtances of irreſolution and 
treachery which he had witneſſed during the different 
periods of the revolution, and more particularly during 
the thermidorean re- action, made him latterly view 
mankind with a mixed ſentiment of pity and indigna- 
tion, which ſuperficial obſervers frequently os 
for pride. 

It would be difficult to Late whether the « qua- 
lities of the head or the heart have had moſt influence 
on the events of Hoche's life. All his actions appear 
to have reſulted from a happy combination 85 both; 
and the art which he poſſeſſed in a pre-eminent degree, 
of electrifying the minds of men ſucceeded, — 5 
as much from the perſonal attachment with Which he 


One of thoſe who. obtained the. moſt diſtinguiſhed 
place in his affections was Citizen Dejeu, who had 
been an officer of cavalry in the time of the . 
They had ſerved together, in the campaigns of the 


"North, in the capacity of aides-de-camp to general 


Leveneur; - but Dejeu, ke Hoche, had the misfor- 
tune to incur the diſpleaſure of tñie Robeſpierrian faction, 
and was ſuſpended from his functions. The firſt act 
_ of Hoche, after the gth Thermidor, was to recall his 


= friend into the ſervice with the rank of adjutant gene- 


ral in the army of a Vendee. The conduct of De- 


5 Jen e that Hoche's kindneſs. was not miſplaced 


and he terminated a ſeries of valorous deeds 157 ſacri- 
ficing his hte to the gogd of his country, and the, | 
Rach Xncfai 55 in one of Fete 5 
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x- i 19 90 3} 6077 10n 28 1 34 
m | Fey the hong 8 of Quiberoh, N ſhed a 
3 flood of Ri aver the dead body, and never afterwards 
ed mentioned bim bat in. 57 of the moſt, lively #97 | 
> gh. 5 1. 
at | The intimacy to which he admitted che officers: of 

of all ranks, who ſerved under him, did not in the. lea 

1d prevent, im from retaining that degree, of -fuperiority, 

at which was neceſſary for lecuring the prompt execu- i 
ig | tioa of his orders. But though, rigidly ;attentive.to- 1 
W repreſs the ſlighteſt tendency to "diſobedience, he Was 
a= | yet acceſſible to the language of reaſon, when urged i in 


n 


* - 
£701 


k || contradition even to his maſt imperious heheſts. | 
In the courſe of his laſt campaign, he bad been led | : 

a- by! improper ſuggeſtions to diſpatch certain orders tog 

de general Cherin, which the latter perceiving to be the, _ b 
ar work of malevolent intriguers who had taken adva -k 
tage of their momentary ſeparation, made no ſeruple 3 
e, formally to diſobey. This act of reſiſtance was repre- ] 
s; || fented by the ſame inſidious adviſers, Who wiſhed to | 
ze effect an irreparable breach between the two generals, 1 
as an unpardonable infraction of diſcipline, and a ö 


-d : marked inſult to. the perſonal feelings of” Hoche. 


1 
d Cherin received a very ſevere letter from him; to |! 
y, | which he returned a nd. leſs ſpirited anſwer, frankly [ 
ne F. ftating the grounds of his diſobedience and his deter- jt 
al ' mination to perſiſt in it. Hoche's eyes were inſtantly ? 
r= || opened; he haſtened to ſee his friend, aſked for the | 
n, letter which he had ſent to him, and joining it to Af 
a || Cherin's, he tore them both in Pieces. 15 Think not 
To 6 my friend,” ſaid he,—claſping him in his arms, and „ 
e- weeping over him—< that any thing g can alter the cones ©, -þ 
85 ja ME. fidence whi ch I have repoſed in you; for it is, 4 
139 es. founded on, our reciprocal: eſteem. Ir, Was an 
1 A ereble ſight pon. this occaſion to view, the auſtere, To 
ry * ſometunes EVEN fierce . countenance of the war- 
8 3 r, mantling with all the ſoftneſs of friendſhip 5 


Ma 
pedewed with the tears of repentance, 


— 
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It was not ſorpriling that Hoche drew 8 up n 
himſelf the vengeance of the Committee of Public 
- Safety, For no man entertained a more ſincere ible. 
rence of the atrocious cruelties that ſignalized its tyran- 
nical adminiſtration. During that period, a perſon 
having one day, in his preſence, remarked on the ex- 
peditious manner in which the guillotine diſpoſed of its 
victims. * Yes,” replied Hoche with the moſt ex- 
preſſive air of contempt, © it may rid an individual of 
3 enemy, but it makes a hundred to 8 Re- 
public.“ 
15 With Hoche Münk Was nota narrow Falling 
ol party, but a ſentiment of ſympathy for all man- 
W Cruelty, on whatever pretence it might. be 
_ committed,” excited in his breaſt the ſtrongeſt indig- 
nation ; and miſery in any guiſe was never Allowed to 
be inſulted in his preſence. At Coblentz, as a con- 
vict, with irons on his legs, Was one day wee ping the 
pavement under Hoche's window, an atd- de-camp, 
in paſſing by, accoſted him with fame icfting obſer- 
vations on his appearance. But Hocke over-heard 
bim—< Silence!“ exclaimed he angrilv interrupting 
his amuſement,” how can you look upon an unfor- 
« tunate fallowiereature,” and feel any other ſenti- 
* ment than that of pity ?? 
But thoſe traitors who expected to HUN ſomething 
- favourable to their liber ticide projects in the exquiſite 
, ſenſibility. of Hoche, proceeded. upon a groſs miſcon- 
ception of his character. His predilection for repub- 
lican government; unlike that of many of the pretended 
patriots of France, was not a puerile fondneſs for the 
faſhion of the moment, conceived without reflection 
and abandoned without regret ; it did not float upon, | 
the tremulous ſurface of popular opinion, nor could it 
be overwhelmed by the paſſing blaſt of factious uſur- | 
pation. © It was a principle which ſeemed to have en- 
twined itſelf with the LEY fibres of his frame, and, 


in Which 


5 BY - 1 * 9 * 


ich retained its hold even in ig a0 * death. 
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He knew how to ſeparate the injuſtice of the ruling © 


individuals from the conſtitution which they had' ta.ad- 

- miniſter ; and notwithſtanding all the evils of which he 
had bimſelf been the innocent ſufferer, it was impoſſible 
to charge him with a ſingle expreſſion that could be 


turned to the diſadvantage of the republic. This, 


indeed, was a ſubject to Which: he never alluded; but . 


with reluctance; : for however capable himſelf to di- 
criminate between men and principles, he was too inti- 


mate with the human heart, not to know that by the 


ignorant maſs of his fellow- citizens they would be 1 in- 
eparably | blended. 

„We have been in the ſame rote toxethen . 
ſaid a young officer to him one day at table. 
„ Where, ſaid Hoche.—“ In the Conciergerie,” 
anſwered. the other, ſmiling.— My friend, added 
Hoche in a tone of the utmoſt mildneſs, Let us 
«© baniſh all remembrance of that, unfortunate period, 


and may the wrongs which we have ſuffered make 
us tremble, leſt we ſhould, in our turn, be guilty 
i Gr of injuftice towards our country 
But it was the plan of thoſe who wiſhed to prepare 
= minds of the people for the reſtoration of their for- 
mer taſk-maſters to keep alive that, remembrance, and © 
to involve every true republican in the merited obliquyx 


of the revolutionary tyrants. The deſign, however, 
did not eſcape the obſervation. of Hoche; and he ſet 
himſelf to. counteract it at a very early period, with 


"MF his. characteriſtic intrepidity. Soon after the fall 
of Robeſpierre, he heſitated not to aver in the preſence 
of ſomę conventional pro- conſuls, Who favoured the 
ſyſtem of reaction: That the true Robeſpierriſts 
e were thoſe whoſe iniquitous adminiſtration after 
«: the gth Thermidor, elevated Robeſpierre to a place 
in the Pantheon : hs making the ** believe that 
| = - 


n . THE J.IE on 
> 

rl the ence of the N depended pon that 
„ of the individual Robeſpierre.“ 

During the erifis which preceded the acceptance br 
| -thetonſfitetibe 'of the third year, he happened to be 
Din company with ſeveral public functionaries, who had 

the boldneſs to aſſert, that France might then le- 

gülly have ab king if the people choſe to vote for one 
in the primary Faſſemblies. 7. T have forty thou- 
26 ſand brave” compartions,“ "exclaimed Hoche, riſing 
- from. the table with indignation, + who will prove 
that the people have not Ie Power of giving 'them- 
e ſelves a king. 22 It Tae en 
When we Fae upon ih Iii of a ibn no leſs 
beneficent than ſplendid. and deſerving alike of eſteem. 
and admiration, Which has how paſſed 1 in review before 
us, we fhall ceafe'to wonder at the deep and laſting 

impreſſion of ſorrow which the death of Hoche. o- J 

eaſtoned both in his own urmy and in the interior. 
In La Vendee he was univertally lamented. Mi 
ſoleums have been erected to his memory in ſeveral 
placed of that department; many of the inhabitants 

Wear his portrait on their breaſts; and ſome of them 

' have generouſly offered an aſylum to the age and in- 

ſirmities of his father. All have emulated each other 
in teſtiſying their gratitude and reſpect to the ſhade 
of the pacifieator 8 La Vendee; and his name will 

long operate among them as a power ful taliſman to 

| prevent the revwal of civil diſcotd. |. 5 | 

The news of his death reached . on the firſt of 

Wendemiaire, while the Directory, attended by an im- 

menſe concourfe of people, were engaged in celebrating. 

the ſiſth anmverfary of the foundation of the republic. 

Phe conſternation with which the intelligenca as re- 

; :heived; and the ſtriking contraſt of the melanchol 
- Jooks: of the ſpeQtors on their return from the Champ- 
ants to 0 4 . We of } 126 with which 

+7 rela Aer >] | 3 513 they 
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they crowded, to the 5 ſcene, are forcibly deſcribed in 
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the eloquent diſcourſe pronounced by Reveillere Ile 


- v4 * 


* 


Paux at the funeral proceſſion Which was celebrated in 
honour of Hoche on the 10th of the fame month. 


3 Amidſt the inconſolable lamentations of every, claſs 


the death of Hoche he wandered every where in queſt 1 


of his fellow. citizens, we ſhould nat paſs unnoticed, = 
the fingular inſtance gf regret exhibited by a faithful = 
attendant of the inferior creation. During his firſt 
campaign with the army of the Moſſelle, a dog took 
refuge between his legs from the purſuit of an Auſtrian 
huſſar. From that circumſtance. Hoche. conceived a 
liking for the animal, gave him the name of Pitt, and 
was accompanied by him wherever he went, in priſon, 
on a march, and even in the heat of battle. In the 
latter ſituation, indeed, Pitt ſeemed eager to fignalize 
his gratitude for the protection which he had received 
by darting upon the enemy, and diſplaying the moſt. 
evident proofs of a rational ſenſibility to the indications 
of grief or joy which the various fortune of the da 
might impreſs upon his maſter's countenance. After 


of his loſt protector, frequently interrupting his courſe 
and liſtening to every ſound in expectation of hearing 
his voice; his air became wild and melancholy; he 
fell by degrees into a ſtate of liſtleſs inactivity, howled 
inceſſantly, and thus pined away with ſorrow. 
The Abbe De Saint Pierre conſiders the three fol- 
lowing circumſtances as neceſſary to form the cha- 
racter of a great man: „„ „ 
_ - iſt. A grand motive; or an ardent defire to pro- 
mote the public good. , 
2gdly. The ſurmounting of great difficulties, as 
well by a diſtinguiſhed courage and patient con- 
ſtancy of ſoul, as by the uncommon talents of an 
underſtanding, correct, comprehenſive, and fertile 
in expedients. AS N 5 = 
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we entertain no fear in leaving to 
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of the Arts, the Seiences, Natural Hiſtory, and Manners 1 in Great, 


ether parts of Argyleſhire, and the e of F INGAL. In Two 


85 TT by Cn This Day nn . 
By J. RIDGWAY, 7, YORK STREET, St, JAMES' Wark, 


TRAVELS i in ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, and the Bs © SY 
BRIDES ; undertaken for the purpoſe of examining the flats = 


Britain: Containing Mineralogical Deſcriptions of the Country round 
Newcaſtle: of the Mountains of Derbyſhire ; of the Environs of 
Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Perth, and St. Andrew” 8; of Inverary, and 


olumes with Plates. 25 
| Tranſlated from the Louth of 5 1 . LS; 
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